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3 WEEKS . . . The Most Complete^ Most Practical 

Handbook on African Violets Ever Published 

BY AMERICA’S FOREMOST AUTHORITY! 

Montague Fiee's 
AU ABOUT 

AFRICAN VIOLETS 
THE COMPLETE GUIDE TO SUCCESS WITH 

WITH 11PHOTOGRAPHS 
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A Pleasure To Show ... 

/IpUCOH 

Vicleti 

Pest Free 



(y^ocat 9V^ifiafc^ ^ocicfies 

Many members have been inquiring about af¬ 
filiation of Local Clubs with the National Society, 
and now the plans are all made. We hope you will 
approve. 

To be eligible for such affiliation at least 25% 
of the Local Club’s members must belong to the 
African Violet Society of America, Inc. 

The Club’s By-Laws must be approved by the 
Society. 

The dues are $2.50 a year. 

The benefits of affiliation are: 

1. The Club is entitled to regular* membership privileges - one 
voting delegate at our Annual Meeting. 

2. One magazine will be mailed to the club. 

3. The Club’s officers will be listed annually in our Member’s 
Handbook. 

4. Awards for the Club’s African Violet Shows will be available 
when specifications made by the award committee are com¬ 
plied with. 

5. Colored transparencies for program will be available - Local 
Club to pay only postage. 

6. Books from our library will be available ~ Local Club to pay 
postage. 

We are at present working to build up a library of books and of 
colored transparencies. In the transparencies we hope to have a 
number of different collections, each suitable for one program. We 
will have pictures of the new varieties as they are introduced. 

These are the ways in which we thought we could be of benefit 
to you, and of course, as usual, we solicit suggestions. If you have any 
ideas send them along. 

Your editor has done her very best to include in this issue of the 
magazine all the information of the various meetings at our con¬ 
vention. She has met with great difficulty in obtaining copies of the 
talks of some of our speakers. She wants you to know that if a talk 
is missing it is not her fault — she tried hard to get it. At this time 
we are of the opinion that it would be well to have recordings made 
of all meetings at future conventions. We believe the cost would be 
justified in giving you a full report. 

Until December — 



GREEN BUT NOT GROWING 

r. ge^t 
595 VOSBURg road, WEBSTER, N. 



LAZY SUSAN 
FOR AFRICAN VIOLET LOVERS 

Attractive and Sturdy 

Holds More than Jo Plants 

Adjustable Shelves 

The photograph demonstrates the 
capacity of the table—24 large plants 
and 36 small plants, (sixty in all) are 
easily held 

An Asset in Any Home 

rotation of the shelves 
> of position which is vital 
it culture. 

Easy to Water Plants 

Chrome Plated Tubing 

Tempered Masonite Shelves 

All Steel Leg Section 

Baked on Green Finish 
on Legs & Shelves 

Height 55 in. Weight 23 lbs. 

Shelf dias. 10, 16, 22 & 28 inches 

Eecommended shelf spacing from 
top to bottom — 11, 14 & 15 in. 

Price $45.00 Express Collect 

Check 
Must 1 

DO NOT SEND CASH 

Add 2% sales tax in Hlinois 

PETEIII BROS., Inc. 
INTRODUCTORY PRICE $45.00. 



The Judging School 

Committee Reports 



THE SELECT VIOLET HOUSE 

MART MEEDS 

BOX 1444 YOUNGSTOWN, OHIO 

YELLOW BROWN GIRD' 

THIS VARIETY WILL BE READY TD SHIP 

AFTER DCTOBER 1ST 

Yellow Brown Girl has a yellow brownish colored crinkled cup shaped flower. 

Nice regular girl foliage. This is the only variety of African violet that we 

know of that has any yellow. 

You hobbyists will like this one and if you are hybridizing we can’t see how you 

can afford not to add it to your collection as this variety will produce you 

some unusual seedlings. 

LIMITED SUPPLY SOLD THIS FALL. 

ORDERS WILL BE FILLED IN ROTATION AS RECEIVED. 

Undivided plants in bloom or about ready to bloom out of 214 inch pots |5.00 

each, shipped PARCEL POST SPECIAL DELIVERY. 

AN INVITATION TO YOU! 

WELCOME TO THE GREENHOUSE 9 to 5 P.M. - LOCATED AT 

2023 BELMONT AVENUE ON ROUTE 90 NORTH OF YOUNGSTOWN. 



INTRODUCING 

''BESS STUCK” 
SAINTPAULIA 

lovely pastel blue of delicate texture rayed and mot¬ 
tled WITH WHITE 

graceful single-crown habit 

^^SUAL INNOVATION IN THE AFRICAN VIOLET FIELD 

king ORDERS FOR OCTOBER 1ST SHIPMENT. 

RVSSWARD 
JDNESBDRD ARKANSAS 



Leaf Rot of African Fiolets 
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Certainly VIOLET conscious these days 
is the “Windy City.” Very deli^tful at long 
last to meet Mary Fowkes, president of 
the Chicago African Violet Society, Mabel 
Bomemeir, president of the Rose ‘Onna 
Club and Rose Trendler, president of the 
Elite Club. Ail three grouM had their 
leaders in Dayton . . . a i _ _ 
fact and one to be proud of. Nice going Chil 
cago! You will want to know the other 
Chicago ladies there too - Dorothy Suntog 
(who can use a camera they say), Blda 
Robbins, Ann Wideberg, Ema Petiick the 
I^y who grew “them" in strawberry Jars, 
Elnora Kettel, Mary Mayer, Clare Cooper 
and Bess Greeley (see that L?) . . . afl 
wonderful African violet people. We hope 

when the Annual Meeting convenes in Chi- 
^ April 24, 35 and 2, .t the Hotel 

waa answered. Rosa was on hand for the 
Dayton festivities. Didn’t those plants have 
beautiful foliage? 

There was no dearth of men at this meet¬ 
ing, A few of the active participants who 
contributed so much to making this a most 
•uccesaful get-to-gether were Paul Rockel- 
man (Fischer's Creenhouses) Linwood, New 
Jersey, who ‘tis said all the members feU 
In love with, the Rev. Mr. Dale Ulery and 
Paul Slough (Ulery*B Greenhouses) Spring- 
field, Ohio . . . these two gentlemen really 
have done things with saintpauIJas ... Dr. 
Floyd Smith, BelUville, Maryland, Max 
Nagler (Fair Oaks Gardens) Marietta, 
Georgia, “our" Richard SUnson, holder of 
the Society's scholarship at Ohio State and 
Jolly Dsright Smith of Cincinnati, Ohio. 
Treasurer Boyce Edens of Atlanta waa 

Our Hostess State Ohio 

to proudly represent their state o^ra few 
of this good number can be maitioned. 

and did It's self proud. A f ew , ' 
were Mrs. N. S. Ireland, ’ 
Harry Henton 
Tiffin, Mrs. E 
Mrs, Hubert 
special thi^rik you to 

publicity i" 
^th a goodly B moer trf members nairtT • paring. partla- 

Evan Eobert,, 

Hanquet Meeting that wa. «aoii„ T* 

wa, a ^ helper with Magazine si^ 
Battle Creek 

: Friday, 
ciously ^ 
attractive Mazie , 

&e 
viril^ ^ 

enthusiastic 
without Mr. Edens to lean < 
we be today? Over from Chicago was Bob 
Davis (Popular Gardening) who was lOced 
by everyone. See you in Chicago Bob! 

Our (Canadian Cousins are really (shoi^ 
be a capita] R) making themselves felt ia 
the African violet world. Joan Copda^ 
(Copeland’s Violet House), busy Board 
member and her husband Frank were thw 
as were Mrs. W. L. Hardy and Mrs. L H. 

fine work w doing I 

Roets (in a smart blue dress at 
Friday morning), Myrtle Harlan and Elc^ 
OT Meyer, two of the P’^^^ure^^^^ 

^ bulhea 
I and IS d see after all 1 

and a poppin* ........ ^ 
Rosenak a swell little gal 
plus! Newt we saw Evelyn 
Hinton. Mrs. Fred Kutschenreoter, 
Bovey who Is a talented corsage ^ 
Elsa Kryne. a keen violet . f^fle. 
real thriH to meet these earnest violet 

17 and If bf **** 
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In the next section Mrs. Everett of New 
Kensington, Pa., took first place with a 
very unusual plant. The leaf was rather 
like lonantha but the edge of Uw leaf 
turned up like a lily pad. The flowers were 
an odd combination of green aiMl purple, 
double. Mrs. Martha Mearg of Anderson, 

of Kanaaa City, Missouri. It was a huge 
bufahle bowl filled with snrnU plants of Vio¬ 
let Villa Fixiea (leprechauns if you are 
Irish) napping in the shade of the African 
violets. 

First place in antique containerg went to 
Mrs. 0. P. Lyons of Dayton, Ohio. The con- cutertiu several pianis, iMrotny D. 

a large girl type plant with bright red wine 
flowers; Hoosier Maid has a dark purple 
flower with girl type foliage with the spot 
more red than white; Peter Pan was deep 
red violet, round blossoms, girl type foliage 
that grew very flat; Pied Piper had upright 
growth habit with bi-color red violet flow- 
ers. Mrs. R. L. Browning of Flemingsburg, 
Ky., entered a plant with light green foliage 
and flowers of a lovely shade of soft pink- 
Mrs. Jerry Coleman of Marion, 
entered a plant with dark green foliage and 

tainer was a pewter tea pot with Pixies 
sitting on the lid of the tea pot and as 
accessories to the African violets planted in 
the tea pot. 

Plantings for Coffee Table was awarded 
for a pair of ceramic figurines with long 
skirU. The African violet planting was 
used as a hustle corsage. (Sorry but I 
could find no name.) 

First place for the largest plant in the 
show went to Mrs. Velma Loomis. The 
plant looked very much like Bi-Oior. 

In the next class Mrs. Layson took first 
prise for a plant thM looked like a true 
minature. It was a minature both in leaf 
and flower. 

Now we begin the commercial exhibits 
not in competition. The first one wm 
Ulery's of Springfield, Ohio. Here we^- 
ways get a peep into the future. By Mr. 
Ulery's request may I say Ulery's are stt^ 

dealers so if you are not actually commer¬ 
cial pleaae wait for these plants from 
retail dealers rather than write to Ul«ry’*. 
So many letters merely mean more ^orr^ 
pondence when their business is with cor^ 
mercial people. They will be circuUted 

mer with ^rl 

'douW, Orehid Girl it «|j 

"‘"hSrJs 
Ceaneris Exhibit. 





yi Horticulturist Looks at Saintpaulia 

Florence Foltz, Penna. 

Fhere have been many weU krmwr, 

M«on^de p«pularity”T ^ 
«•««, Who IS known, if I may use a Iwal 

•"-Pelwillbeabtetodoit^;'””*^ 

great deal of 
so lai^ a group 
• . • and express 

courage to stand n 

that his remarked 
made about 50 years ago when hrob^^ 

them growing in the greenhouses of 
Cambridge University Botanic Gardens ^ 
England. His present interest is a result 
of his having been asked, sever^ years g 

time he declined because he felt he was 
an expert on their enlture, bat the 
tation provided the incentive for two ye^ 
of intensive study which resulted m ^ 
writing a book on saintpaulias which is n 
in the hands of the publisher. 

In his research, Mr. Free soon ^iscove^ 
along; with the rest of us . . • 

my names and mm ^ 
_... ... .o Lch alike that they * 
not warrant a distinctive name. Be 
quick to add that there is always room 
good saintpaulias, especially those 
floriferous quality, and ability 

there 

can and undoubtedly will b 
saintpaulias. He feels that ultunateiy 





PRACTICAL METHODS OF 

CULTIVATION AND SHIPPING 





What We Don't Know About African Violets 

and What We Are Doing About It 



DAY. too F.C DAY. -2.00 F.C. DAY. 300 F.C. 

ARTIFICIAL 
LIGHT 

four layers of cheese cloth should be used 
in February and March. These recommenda¬ 
tions were based upon a south window 
exposed to full sunlight all day. 

The anatomical phase of this problem 
involved taking bud samples from the leaf 
axils of plants in the various plots at weekly 
intervals. These buds are now being sec¬ 
tioned, stained, and studied with a micr- 

order that the course 
development may be determined. 

The second experiment was a study of 
the various temperatures upon growth and 

flowering of this plant. Three plastic en¬ 
closed boxes were used in this experiment. 
One was exposed to normal greenhouse 
temperatures (60“ F. at night) and the 
remaining two boxes were equipped with 

and automatic ventilators t 
temperatures of 70® F. an 

of 80® F. The 80° F. plot began to flower 
in mid-February; the 70° F. plot, the third 
week in February; and the 60® F. plot, the 
third week in March. Slides were then 
shown representing the effects of the vari¬ 
ous temperatures upon each variety. It 





Saintpaulia Species 

PRESENTED AT THE FIFTH CONVENTION OF THE AFRICAN 

VIOLET SOCIETY OF AMERICA, INC., DAYTON, OHIO 

APRIL 27, 1951* 

Evan Roberts, Department of Horticulture 
Michigan State College 



Invisible Enemies of the African Fiolet 



"The Questions 

They Ask Me" 
I Victor H. Ries, Extension 

Floriculturist, Ohio State 

I 
i This informative talk covered the multitude of questions a plant interested public may 

ask a horticulturist. The following suggestions in plant care were given by Dr, Ries. 

SOME FOOD FOR THOUGHT 

LETS LOOK AT THE SOIL 
SOIL REACTION - Determined by delicate 
chemical or electric test. Called pH on a 
scale of 1 to 10. pH 7 is neutral, above is 
alkaline, below is acid. Most plants are 
highly tolerant - grow pH 5.5 to pH 7.5. 
Members of heath family and some other 
plants require acid soil, pH 4.5-6.5. Other 
factors often more important. Soils do not 
change materially in reaction from year 

SOIL AERATION - Roots require air same 
as leaves. The finer the particles of soil the 
less air space between them, the more 

SOIL STRUCTURE - Best results with soil 
high in organic matter - 1/4 to 1/3 Spagh- 
num peat will be most permanent. If leaf 
mold used have leaf particles still present. 
Muck not satisfactory. If clay soil used add 

tively little soil. Azaleas pots or even pans 
better than regular pots. 

A PEW GENERAL SUGGESTIONS 

FLOWER PRODUCTION - Adequate 
growth of plant necessary. Proper tempera¬ 
ture between 70° and 80° dropping to 60° 
at night may retard flower production. 
Proper amount of light ... If daylight 
between 700 and 1100 foot candies. If arti¬ 
ficial light ... 12 hrs. 300 ft. candle day¬ 

light fluorescent. If multiple crovmed 

CAUSES OP TROUBLE OTHER THAN 
INSECTS AND DISEASES - Earthworms 
in pots dry out roots, destroy organic mat¬ 
ter. Keeping plants too cool, possibly on 
cold window sill. Giving plants insufficient 
light. Giving plants too much light. Over¬ 
watering. Underwatering. Irregular water¬ 
ing. Overfertilization. Under fertilization. 
WATER - Temperature not important ex¬ 
cept when applied to leaves. Under 70° 
may discolor. 
Watering from below (subirrigation) more 
apt to give deposit of salts on pot rim than 

Constant level not satisfactory in green¬ 
house at Ohio State University. 
Plants can be grown dry, like succulents and 
bloom or can be kept moist like ferns and 
begonias. Alternating from one method to 
other often disastrous. 
FERTILIZATION - Mix complete fertilizer 
with soil before planting, 3” pot to 1 bu. 
soil or 1 oz. to 4 or 5 lbs. of soil. After¬ 
wards fertilize every 4 to 8 weeks, March 
to November. 
SOIL STERILIZATION - Minimum tem¬ 
perature of 180° for 1/2 hr. means 2 to 3 
hrs. at 200-250° to penetrate mass. Methyl 
Bromide capsules available. Treat out of 
doors in closed container. 

33 



Reprinted from (How 

with permission of the 

By Carolyn Rector 

to Grow African Violets) by Carolyn Rector 

Lane Publishing Co., Menlo Park, California. 

CHAPTER 7 

aiev'm^ 

an aquatic plant, and which will usually 
curl up and die if watered too freely. 

There is another violet fancier who 
waters the plants once a week on a certain 
day, regardless of weather conditions or 
the size of the plant. She never mentions 
losing one. 

If you would like to try either of these 
methods, you might practice them 
some plants that you consider espendaht^ 
so that if they die you will not be dis¬ 
couraged. 







should go to the Cincir 
and Electric. Co. who mi 
hie the beautiful setting 
may glimpse in the acco 
pictures. 



CLUB 

SHOWS 



METROPOLITAN AFRICAN VIOLET CLUB 



ROCHESTER AFRICAN VIOLET SHOW 
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CHICAGO SHOW 

The First African Violet Society of 
Chicago held its first show on May 16th at 
Mayfair Park Fieldhouse. This was the 
first show of its kind in this area and 
created a tremendous demand for informa¬ 
tion which is still being felt even though it 
was open to the public for just six hours. 

Approximately a thousand guests attend¬ 
ed, not only from Chicago and suburbs but 
from every section of Illinois. Other states 
represented were Indiana, Minnesota, Mis¬ 
souri, Pennsylvania and Wisconsin. 

There were three himdred plants on dis¬ 
play which included over one hundred 

Left to right, Mrs. Fowkes, Mrs. Trendler 
and Mrs. Greeley. 

Judges were Mrs. E. G. Magill of Aurora, 
Illinois and Mrs. Theodore Rosenak of 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 

Purple ribbons were awarded for imusual 
exhibits to Mrs. Claude E. Greely and Mrs. 
F. J. Petrick, members of the original Chi¬ 
cago society. 

id seedling exhibits 
attention and kept 

questions etc., continually. 

GREENVILLE CLUB SHOW 

“Though April Showers” did come our 
way down in Greenville, S. C., none was so 
refreshing and colorful as the one which, on 
April 9, rained violets. 

Even A1 Jolson could hardly have been 
more convincing than members of the 
Greenville African Violet Club, that it was 
“raining violets” at the club’s annual Afri¬ 
can Violet Show. 

With “It’s Raining Violets”, theme of the 
show, in large letters on a lavender placard 
which was suspended in the center of the 
show room, narrow purple ribbon streamers, 
with bunches of violets in each, rained down 
from the central back-drop. 

The 212 entries in the show included 
about 60 varieties of violets and 10 classes. 

Most outstanding in the diow were the 
“violets in unusual containers.” Mrs. Homer 
Derrick, show chairman and sweepstakes 
^dnner, displayed a violet plant in an an¬ 
tique music box which she acquired in 
London on a recent trip. Hie first selection 
listed on the old music box was “Sweet 
Violets.” 

The wedding shoe worn by the mother of 
an exhibitor, and her own baby shoe, also 
served as containers for violets. 

The theme of the Greenville, S. C, Afri¬ 
can Violet Show was suspended from the 
center of the show room and rained stream¬ 
ers with violet bouquets. 



SPRINGFIELD SHOW 









REGISTRATION REPORT 

Neil C. Miller 

PART I. 

ceived during the period April 1, 1951 to 
June 26, 1961. No objections to registration 
are apparent to the Committee. 

ChriHtina 
4-29-61 
n«e Delai 
4-mi 
Miw Liberty 
4-29-61 

Tinari Floral Gardens 
Bethayres, Penna. 
Tinari Floral Gardens 
^hayres^ Penna. 
Unari Floral Gardens 
Bethayres, Penna. 
PririkXTixiiri- 

4-29-51 Valley Road 
_Bethayres, Penna. 

*'™‘‘ ATmniri- ■I-2M1 Valley Road 
__Bethayres, Penna. 

S^I* Bethayres, Penna, 

TiSriFtosr&sw 
_Bethayres, Penna. 

Marine Bouquet Fr^b^X^^- 
Valley Road 

__ Bethayres, Penna. 

^'29-51 Valley Road 
^- Bethayres. ^na. 
j "" f’rank A. fibari 
4-29-51 Valley Road 

, ...Bethayres, Penna. 

Valley Road 
Bethayres, Penna. 

. THnari 
Valley Road 
Bethayres, Penna. 

the Registration Applk 

The above applications are being pub¬ 
lished without plant descriptions because 
the announcement that descriptions would 
be required in the future had not been pub¬ 
lished when they were received. All sub¬ 
sequent applications will be accompanied by 

PART II. 

These four applications were originally 
attached to the June 1951 Report as being 
published under Committee protest. Publica¬ 
tion of this section was missed. That turns 

questionable points have since been resolved. 
They are now published with no string 
attached but in a separate section to indi¬ 
cate that the actual date of application 
merited earlier publication. 

Oriental Girl Mrs. Feme Kellar 
1- 9-51 1223 East Oak Park 
__Des Moines 16, Iowa 
Perfection Miss Edith B.llendrix 
2- 12-51 9927 East Howland Av 

Temple City, Cal. 
Periwinkle Girl Mrs. Lela Relch^ 
2-1-51 3114 Charles St. 
__Omaha, Nebr. 
Red Girl Champion Mrs, Lela Reichert 
2-1-51 3114 Charles St. 

Omaha, Nebr. 

PART III 

There is a correction to be made in the 
June Report. The name listed as “Jinaro 
should have been “Jivaro.” This resulted 
from mis-reading a written application and 
points up the desirabiUty of filling out 
applications with typewriter as requested. 

Also, it would help materially if women 
would desigmate whether “Mrs.” or “Miss 
should be appUed to their name. 

PART IV. 

^ted to Tinari's the Three matters, brought up by the 
tration Committee, were reviewed and actea 





Mrs. St. John Takes a Vacation 





African Violets 
SHIPPED ANYWHERE IN U. S. 

SAFE ARRIVAL GUARANTEED 

S YEAKS shipping VIOLETS 35 YEARS SHIPPING HARDY PLANTS 

some of the finest new varieties 

Ty! AZTOE^^AUTY^^im^i!'®®'^’ ^^INBOW DELIGHT, DARK BEAU- 
LIGHT, DOUBLE SPA DOUBLE SAILORS DE- 
LACY GEL. ORCHID NEPTUNE, BLUE HEIRESS, 
head and many othm^^’ “ARIE, WHITE PRINCE, DARK RED 

2 inch pots. '*'***Also many moderate priced varieties in 

SOIL,*gr(^^’ PLANTERS, POTTING 

^^^^SEND FOR FREE PRICE LIST 

™E HARMON NURSERY 
prospect, OHIO 
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^ORK P^TS OFF 





KAPSULATE 



Activities of the 

African Violet Club of Montreal 



illilflilfl 



NEW AFRICAN VIOLET 



THE SECRET JR Y REPORTS 



HDIELSHIRMM LOCATED ffl THE 

HEART OF No. 1 CONTENTION CITY 







AFRICAN VIOLET LEAVES 

Lacy Girl 60c, Fringettes A Gypsy's 
36c to 50c. 

MRS. CHARLES E. BUCKLE 

AFRICAN VIOLETS 

Their Care and Propagation 

★ 
You can grow beanttfal. healthy, 
nowerinr plants. This fllustrated 
book gives step-by-step dlreetions. 

Only ILM postpaid 

★ 
WILLSON i»Rt5S BOX 6A BNILW. a y. 

rooted cuttings 

J years without 

much better than mature plants 

Diplotricha, Blue Velvet, Ladv 
^te Lady, Pink Beauty, Frieda, S 

Sunrise, Jessie, Lavender Bdfltitw 
Lavender Bi-Color 

r.ra,'iS;^;S 

frentzen floral 
BARDENS ^ 

HOW TO (iROW 

AFRICAN VIOLETS 

Cent, from page 35 

where you plan to put it. If 
is of metal, paint the inside 
paint. 

Place a 2-inch layer of small pebbles on 
the bottom, and in one corner set a small 
empty porous pot. I'lace the pot on top of 
the layer of pebbles. 

Next, place a 1-inch layer of coarse sand 
on top of the pebbles, flood it with water, 

a grease skimmer. Draw the 
through the empty pot. 

Place the potted plants (in porous pots) 
on top of the sand and press them very 
slightly into it to create contact. Build up 
sand around the outside of the pots, flood 
with water, and drain off the excess throi^fh 
the empty pot in the corner. This creates a 
sea! around the pots. Vary the depth of 

Water the pots the first time from the 
top to establish capillarity. Thereafter, 
water through the small empty pot, keeping 
the water level at the bottom of the pot, 
or. In other words, until the water starts 
bo come through the drainage hole. Do not 
let it come any higher. Check and water 
daily. 

When the soil on top of a pot become 
dry, water it from the top to establish 
capillarity. If a pot is taken out and re¬ 
placed. both the capillary and the 
around the pot must be re-established by 
pouring water on the pot and the surround¬ 
ing sand. 

Water Condition 
As explained in a previous ch 

violets. However, obtaining this 
quantity to satisfy a thirsty 

a steady supply in most regions. 
Most of us have to rely upon the 

that runs out of the kitchen faucet, and 
•ume localities It is not too Wf^dly to AJ 
can violets. If your tap water U hard, »- 
it is In many areas in the Southwest, 







AFRICAN VIOLET SPECIALISTS 

ORCHARD NURSERY 
RT. 1, BOX 483 LAFAYETTE, CALIF. 

WHOLESALE RETAIL 



“SAY IT WITH V IOLETS” 

THE Viom’ HOUSE 

POTTING SOIL 
for 

AFRICAN VIOLETS 

SUNNY ACRE FARMS 
mount SINAI, N. Y. 





CHICAGO AND YOU FOR 

1952 
But 

NOW IS THE TIME 
To 

Groom The Old Favorites 
Grow Your Seedlings 

Develop Specimen Plants 
And 

WE DO MEAN YOU! 





AFRICAN 











ST. JOSEPH MISSOURI BEAN CREEK VALLEY EXHIBIT 

TRENTON NEW JERSEY SHOW 





WEBSTER GROVES SOCIETY LOCKPORT ILLINOIS 



INDISPENSABLE FOR ^^FIOLET' FANS- 

The Complete 



STAR SAPPHIRE 
Here’s an entirely new shape in Violets. STAR SAPPHHIE 
flowers are shaped like PERFECT FIVE-POINTED STARS. 
The color is new and brilliant, a clear deep Ceylon blue. Prom 
the center, in almost Oriental splendor projects not two, but a 
WHOLE CLUSTER OF SIX GOLDEN ANTHERS like a royal 
crown. Leaves are deep green with garnet stems and veins. 
It will be the crown jewel of your collection. 

IN BUD AND BLDDM.$1.95 
Add 25c for postage. 

AZURE BEAUTY 

DOUBLE (White with blue center) 

This is the luscious, new, two-colored double that will be 
sure to sweep into quick popularity! The flower is clear, 
sparkling white with a center of the coolest, cleanest blue 
you can imagine. First of the multi-colored doubles, it’s a 
must in any collection. 

IN BUD AND BLOOM.$2.25 
Add 25c for postage 

SAILOR^S DELIGHT 

Another great, new double in light blue and WITH 

GIRL TYPE FOLIAGE. An excellent grower with 

large size flowers and brilliant color. 

IN BUD AND BLOOM.$2.25 
Add 25c for postage. 

RED MENTOR BOY — the blooming and growing qualities of Mentor Boy 
in a fine new color . . . $2.00. LACY GIRL — The lovely new round, fringed 
violet in deep, red-purple . . . $2.75. ORCHID BI-BOY — A large clear white 
flower with a BRILLIANT ORCHID EDGE, really superb . . . $2.50. WE PAY 
POSTAGE ON ALL ORDERS OF $3.00 OR OVER. Write for complete catalog 
which includes our newest MINIATURES, SEAFOAMS and dozens of others. 

THE MAHR COMPANY 
BOX 585 DEPT. VM DES MOINES, IOWA 



ALL ORDERS OVER *7.00 SENT POSTPAID. UNDER, ADD 50c. 

MARINE BOUQUET 

VELVET BOUQUET 
SEMI-DOUBLE BOUQUET 
RUFFLES BOUQUET 

■ .ARE READY FOR PROMPT SHIPMENT. 
New^n^w Geneva (burgundy red flower with sugar white edge) $2.25 ea. Star 

PPhire (star shaped flower of blue sapphire, double stamen) $2.00. Geneva Star 
(white with blue blotches) $2.00. Tinari's America $1.75 each. 

B upFvi PonWariety named in honor of State of Delaware) $1.50 ea. 
KueEy^Beauty ^ow Prince, Amazon Purple Prince, Mammoth Red $1.25. Helen 

Gorgeous Bi-Color, Violet 
Beauty, Sunrise, Blue Flute, Mammoth Blue $1.00 each. 

B^r^Tdf Geneva, Admiral, Amethyst, Blue Warrior 
Lavender Pink Mentor Boy, Double Margaret, Du Pon1 
^^pL PI™ Satin, Purple Girl, Red Bi 
Beginners Snec^all-l^m Norseman 75c each. 10 for $7.00 Post Paid 

White WaterlUy Redl^d Br’erch!' 
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The Romances 

of the AFRICAN VIOLET 



African Violet 
Rooter 

GIVES YOU 

• ROOTS ON MORE CUTTINGS 

• LARGER ROOTS 

• more ROOTS 

• IN LESS TIME 

PRICE 

$1.00 ea. Treats several thousand 
cuttings (leaves) 

Your order will be sent post paid by 

THOMPSON HORTICULTURAL 
CHEMICALS CORPORATION 

3600 MONON STREET 
LOS ANGELES 27, CALIF. 

T 

Hease help us find the following me 
These addresses are not correct. 

Mrs. Myrtle Strange 
Park Hotel 
Sayre, Penna. 

Mrs. Leon J. Smeltzer 
1304 Renter 
Lansing, Mich. 

From my house to your house a 
Christmas and a Happy New Year! 

Merry 

The .^ncan Violet Magazine is published 
^rterly by the African Violet Magazine 
Publishing Co., P. O. Box 1326, 201 W. 
Clinch Ave., Knoxville, Tenn. Entered as 
second class matter at Knoxville, Tenn 
under the Act of March 3, 1879. 
Communications should be addressed to 

DUES: $3.00 FOR 12 MONTHS. 



THE SELECT VIOLET HOUSE 

MERRY CHRISTMAS AND BEST WISHES FOR THE NEW YEAR ^ 

TO OUR AFRICAN VIOLET FRIENDS U 

SINCERE SEASONS GREETINGS 

To tne leaders of Our National Society who have so willingly 

given so much to make Our Society and magazine the best for 

us may you continue to grow and progress in the' coming year. 

MJRY MEEDS 

1444 YOUNGSTOWN, OHIO 

‘‘TELLOW BROWN GIRD' 

^Yellow Brown Girl has a yellow brownish colored crinkled cup shaped flower.i^ 

INice regular girl foliage. This is the only variety of African violet that 

Tknow of that has any yellow. 

5you hobbyists wiU like this one and if you are hybridizing we can’t see how you! 

afford not to add it to your collection as this variety will produce youl 

jsome unusual seedlings. 

|Undivided plants in bloom or about ready to bloom out of 2i^ inch pots $£ 

Jeach, shipped PARCEL POST SPECIAL DELIVERY. 

AN INVITATION TO YOU! 

WELCOME TO THE GREENHOUSE 9 to 5 P.M. - LOCATED AT 

2023 BELMONT AVENUE ON ROUTE 90 NORTH OF YOUNGSTOWN. 



1952 Convention 

The African Violet Society of America 

Convention will be held at the Hotel 

Sherman^ Chicago^ Illinois on April 24^ 

2S and 26, 

Information will be mailed out to all members 

in March 1052 Magazine. 

Plan now to bring plants for 

THE EXHIBIT 



VIOLETS ABROAD 



I Granger Gardens Offers 
/^ opportunity to have the newest and best for the least. The varieties 

W hsted below are lovely well developed rooted cuttings of the latest intro- 
ductions. And they will be available in early spring. Delivery will be made 

i fflled^nT” ortO'-'^^roh 1962 as the weather will permit. Orders will be 
‘ f the ordCT which they are received. All merchandise is guaranteed 
I to be from the originator and is authentically named. 

delight — solid light blue double, .75 

SEA GIRL — medium blue double on girl 

geneva rainbow — deep red bloom 
frosty white edge, $1.00 

gorgeous blue wonder _ white 
background shaded with a blue overlay, .75 

I ORCHID DOUBLE NEPTUNE — an orch¬ 
id sport of Double Neptune, .75 

pink DELIGHT — light, clear pink flow¬ 
er, bronzy foliage, .75 

t ~ deeply fringed pur- 
f pie flower on heavy foliage, $1.00 

AZURE BEAUTY _ lovely large white agTsm 
blooms with pastel and deep shadings, $1.00 

INNOCENCE — pure white flower on red ^^^E DELIGHT — two tone like Blue 
foliage underneath, .75 Eyed Beauty but a darker blue eye, .75 

ORCHID SUNSET — beautiful new double ROSE MARIE — a true rose co’lored blos- 
orchid on good foliage, .75 som of good size on pretty foliage, .75 

ORCHID DOUBLE GIRL — orchid double 
on girl foliage, .75 

CARMEN — a lovely new deep rich red 
on waxy foliage, .75 

blue HEIRESS — large duPont blue 
blooms on duPont girl foliage, $1.00 

RED VELVET — Ulery’s newest Red, large 
velvety blooms on dark veined foliage, 

packing. On orders over $5.00 order 
ociii pustpaio. 

May we suggest that you try our own specially prepared potting soil, 
commercially prepared product, but the same om 
$1.10 or 5# for $1.65 postpaid. 

to please you above all else by shipping good healthy plant 
'T good condition. We are Federally Certified and eligible to s: 

sh to purchase plants, please write for our price 1: 

GRANGER GARDENS 
WADSWORTH, OHIO 



Mentor Boy 

Seedlings 



S\cfivi<ies 9\.ppMcia<ioH 



Is it not worth the effort?? All of these plants have recovered from Cyclamen mite. 
They are now in bud and bloom. Picture was taken on August 30th — last year. 

The Optimistic Side 

of Mite Cure! 

Harriet F. Lawton, Mass. 

IS there such a thing ? I decidedly say there is, and I think you will 
readily agree, if you look at the accompanying photographs. So 
much has been said about the discouragement that comes with an 

attack of Cyclamen mite that I would like to emphasize the other 
angle. 

In the ^ptember issue of the magazine, there was an article entitled 
Have Your Plants Cyclamen Mite?” I think some of you will be 

10 



arted the 

5B. 1/22/50. Picture 
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A Note on The Cytology of Saintpaulias' 

TABLE I 

EEMAKKS 

A 



JVO PLANT FOOD 

gorgeous foliage, several 





Results of the Research Work With Saintpaulias 

crt the Ohio State University 
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■ of flowers per plant in each variety and the 

table 4. TEMPERATURE EXPERIMENT 
Flower production and plant diameters 

From the tables (4 and 5) it would 
appear that the best growth, earliest flower¬ 
ing, and greatest flowering occurred at 80° 
F. However, as several of the photographs 
show, the plants at 80° P produced flat, 
lighter colored leaves when compared to the 

plants, and although measurements 
not taken, it was quite apparent that 

lower size was reduced at this tempera- 
It IS felt that if this experiment had 

nued longer the data given in table 
4 might have been different. It may be 
seen that in nearly every case the plants 
at 70° P were superior to the plants in the 
check plot (60° F night). 

This experiment seems to indicate that 
the best temperature for growing Saint- 
paulias is about 70“ F. It is interesting to 
note that this is about the temperature at 
which automatically heated houses are usu¬ 
ally maintained during the winter months. 

Experiment 3. The effect of artificial light 
upon plant growth and flower development. 

The plants in this experiment were grown 
in a windowless basement where the only 
source of light was artificial illumination. 
The temperature averaged about 65° F 
and rarely varied more than 4 or 6 degrees 
in the course of a twenty-four hour peri¬ 
od. The relative humidity was also nearly 
constant at about 60%. Mentor Boy was 
tte only variety grown in this experiment. 
The lights 

, giving twelve Ii 

TABLE 6. TEMPERATURE 
EXPERIMENT 

First flowering dates 

May April April 

April March Feb. 

Figures 11 and 12 show representative 
plants from each plant. These photographs 
were taken April 7, 1951. 

; page. 
I figures 11 and 12 

Although table 6 indicates that the earli¬ 
est flowering, most flowers, and largest 
plants were in the incandescent lamp plot, 
the photograph shows that these plants had 
leaves with very long petioles, giving a very 
ungainly appearance. Plants in the “Gold” 
fluorescent plot also had long petioles, but 
had almost no flowers. 



Table 6 shows the treatments given, the diameters of plants, the flower production, 
and the date of first flowering in each plot. 

TABLE 6. ARTIFICIAL LIGHT EXPERIMENT 
Plant diameters, flower production and first flowering dates 

26 



This experiment shows that satisfactory 
growth of Saintpaulias may be attained with 
“Daylight” or “White” fluorescent tubes 
giving 300 fc. of light 12 hours per day at 
a temperature of about 65° F and a relative 
humidity of about 60%. Three hundred 
foot-candles of light will strike the plants 
if a two-tube 40 watt reflector is placed 11 
inches above the rim of the pots. All plants 
should be directly beneath the reflector be¬ 
cause the light intensity diminishes rapidly 
beyond the edges of the reflector. A larger 
lighting fixture may give 300 fc. from a 
greater distance above the plants and may 
enlarge the area covered by a satisfactory 
light intensity. 

nitrogen, and soil pH upon the growth and 
flowering of Saintpaulia. 

The purpose of this experiment was to 
determine the optimum nutrient levels for 
this plant and to compare the effects of 
organic and inorganic sources of nitrogen 
upon the growth and flowering of this 
plant. The variety Mentor Boy was grown 
under the conditions shown in table 7. 

Figures 13 and 14 were made June 1, 
1961 and show representative plants from 
each nitrogen level plot. 

The two most satisfactory treatments 
were those in which “White” and “Daylight” 
fluorescent tubes were used at 300 fc. 

Experiment 4. The effect of varying nu- growth, dark foliage color, and abundant 
trition, organic and inorganic sources of flowering. 

NUTRITlOr^ 
TEr/r 

NUTRI 
TEST 



TABLE 7. NUTEITION EXPERIMENT 
Experimental Plan 

SoU 
pH 

Nitrate 
Level 

In 
Parts per 

Million 

Potash 
Level 

In 
Parts per 

Million 

Calcium 
Level 

In 
Parts per 

MilUon 

Object 
Of 

Test 

6.5 6-10 20 160 
Optimum Nitrate 

Level Using 
6s5 10-26 20 160 Dried Blood 
6.6 26-60 20 150 (Organic Nitrogen) 

6.6 6-10 20 150 
Optimum Nitrate 

Level Using 
6.5 10-25 20 150 Ammonium Sulfate 
6.6 25-60 20 150 (Inorganic Nitrogen) 

6.6 10-25 5-10 150 
Optimum Potash 

Level Using 
65 10-26 10-20 150 Calcium Sulfate 
65 10-26 20-40 150 (Gypsum) 

65 10-26 20 0-40 
Optimum Calcium 

Level Using 
65 l0-26 20 100-160 Calcium Sulfate 
657 10-26 20 200-1- (Gypsum) 
4.6 10-^^ 20 150 
d6 1(L26 20 150 Optimum 
65 10-26 20 150 pH Level 
75 10-26 20 150 

Table 8 shows the flower production and plant diameters under the various nitrogen 
levels in which organic and inorganic sources of nitrogen were used. 

TABLE 8. NUTRITION EXPERIMENT 
__ , and plant diameter under organic and inorganic nitrogen 

Low 
Organic 
Nitrates 

(6-l^ppm) 

Medium 
Organic 
Nitrates 

(10-25 ppm) 

High 
Organic 
Nitrates 

(25-50 ppm) 

High 
Low Medium Nitrates 

Nitrates Nitrates (25-50 PPm) 
(5-10 ppm) (10-25 ppm)  

Average 
Flowers 

Per Plant 
To 

June 1,1961 

n. 205 17.3 12-1 

Average 
Plant 

Diameters 
In inches 

June 1, 1951 

7.0 6.0 7.3 7.2 6.9 6.4 

producbon was oktamed when low levels 
Of mtrogen were maintained Plant diame- 
tere were not consistent with flower pro¬ 
duction, but in general had the same trends. 
Plants grew equally weU regardless of 

wueiner tne mtrogen was iruiu 
or inorganic source. It should be stat^ 
that to maintain low levels of 
ivas necessary to apply a nitrogenous tern 
lizer about every six weeks. 
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Experiment 5. The effect of various soil 
mixtures upon the growth and flowering 
of the Saintpaulia. 

tive plan 
figures 1 
1, 1951. 

ts from each plot are shown in 
8 and 19, which were made June 

The variety Mentor Boy was grown in the 
soil mixtures given in table 12. Representa- Figures ! 18 and 19 on next page. 

Results in this test were rather erratic 
which organic matter are included are 
rotted manure or “moats” (decomposed 

but in general it appears that mixtures in 
superior to others. It also appears that well 
cotton waste) are superior to the other 

TABLE 12. SOIL MIXTURE EXPERIMENT 

Flowering and plant diameters using various soil mixtures 

SOIL MIXTURE 

 J 

Per plant 
To 

rune 1, 1951 

Averse 
Plant 

Diameters 

June 1, 1951 
1 PART SILT 
1 PART SAND 
2 PARTS WELL ROTTED 

MANURE 
7.0 

1 PART SILT 
1 PART “MOATS” .3 5.9 

1 part SILT 
1 PART SAND 4.5 5.2 

1 part SILT 
1 part SAND 
2 PARTS “MOATS” 

3.9 5.7 

1 part silt 
1 part LEAFMOLD 3.9 4. 

1 part silt 
1 part well rotted 

manure 
3.4 5.4 

1 part silt 
1 part sand 
2 PARTS LEAFMOLD 

2.1 5.4 

1 PART SILT 
1 part SAND 
AJ^TS VITALOAM 

2.0 4.4 

1 PART SILT 
1 part VITALOAM 0.7 3-9 

31 



nt 6. A comparison of growth and 
m constant level and hand water- 

This 
[ of maturity under the 

two watering systems. In the constant leye 
plot a water level was continuously 
tained one inch below the surface of a san 
layer upon which pots of Saintpauhas na 
been placed. The other plot 
from the top by hand in the nsual w y 

32 
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NEIF CHEMICALS STILL BEST INSECTICIDE 

THE CASE OF THE PARATHION SPRAYS 





ACHMENES- 

HOW TO GROW THEM SHCCESSFELY 



AS!“e»/Sfn.arTre^ 

ss{is:s?5 

fuS-E25r2^™“'“ 

VIOLETS 







African Violets GO TO CHURCH 
Alma H. Rolfe, Mich. 



But Nobody 

HATES VIOLETS 

S. D. 



Blue Boy's Life 
Harriett Reed Clemo, Iowa 

About fifteen years ago I bought my 
firat violet at a greenhouse where they 
told me to keep it “always wet.” 

“HANDBOOK FOR AFRICAN VIOLET GROWERS” 

BY MARY MARGARET OI>OM 

copies left of this popular, and helpful guide for African violet 

mX Scentt ^ ^ 

^"-^"bo'ltet^forS Mrican Violets, Pigeon, and Robin. Ideal 

MRS. W. H. ODOM 
753 E. Eastwood 

Marshall, Mo. 

Il
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Soil Sterilization IVith Steam 



QUALIFIED TEACHERS FOR JUDGING SCHOOLS 

AFRICAN VIOLET SOCIETY OF AMERICA 

AFRICAN VIOLET SOCIETY OF AMERICA 

Til; 

¥te»£si 

°||S“SH;»SSS 





Helen L. McGill, Mich. 
Where can I get directions for pollinating 

my violets? Would like to experiment but 
don’t know where to get the information. 

Louise Kline, Pa. 
I would like the opinion of some of the 

multiple crowns. I think it is caused by 
a root injury or formation. My reason is 
that I had crown rot or some disorder on 
several plants which I had to repot, and 
disturb ^e whole plants. When they started 
bo grow, they developed multiple crowns. 

Edna M. Agnew, N. Y. 
I have a number of plants coming into 

bloom, grown from seeds. It would be inter¬ 
esting to carry them two or three genera¬ 
tions. How do you know which plants of one 

> use or pollinate ? Should they 

Emily Hartman, Mo. 
How can plants be kept fairly small and 

still have lots of blooms? Does Hyponex 
primarily affect the growth of the foliage 
or size and number of blooms? WiU in¬ 
sufficient light make plants stop blooming 
and develop long stems? 

Mrs. Hugh C. Mclnally, Mich. 

marked “Mottled Hybrid.” The leaves are 
large, egg shaped and get all sorts and 
shapes of white markings on them ~ look 
like green marble. Blossom is very large 
and white with lavender edge. I have never 
s^n such a plant described in the maga¬ 
zine. It is so lovely. I wish someone could 
tell me the name of it. 

Mrs. Don Otto, Iowa 
On February 3rd I started an African 

violet leaf and the first blossom opened 
July 3rd. There are three good sized plants 
fuU of blooms and buds in a 2% inch pot 
with mother leaf stiU attached. Is this 
unusual, and do you know what the time 

little plants started I put them in soil taken 
from an old hot bed. I added a little sand, 
peat moss, and a few wood ashes. I put 
the pot in the north window with a glass 
over it. It grew very fast and in no time 
I discovered buds. 

Frances Ross, Ohio 
I have a white violet which is producing 

a plant at the end of a bloom stem where 
the blossoms came. It is now two and one 
half inches across and has a second set of 
leaves. What should I do to get the plant 
to mature? Is there such a thing as a 

jdot 
form? 

Mrs. F. G. Backstrom, Nebr. 
Where can I buy Carolyn Rector’s book 

on African violets? They do not have it 
here in the book stores. > 

I have six S. grotei plants growing nicely 
but I do not know how to proceed as they 
lengthen out. Will they require a larger 
pot than the regular ones as they grow 
longer? Should I let the side shoots alone 
or pick them out as one does on other vio¬ 
lets? 

Mrs. Frank Whiting, Mass. 
Could you tell me why my violets do not 

blossom? I have twenty-five healthy pl^ts 
with beautiful foliage but they don’t blos¬ 
som. I feed them Hyponex. 

Mrs. Bruce Fineout, Mich. 
I have a plant grown from a leaf from 

a Blue du Pont. This plant is full of blooms 
and one of the best reds I have. The le^es 
are Uke the Blue du Pont but much prettier 
and notched. Is there a Red du J, , 

An.y Rhodes, B. C. Caos* 
Since several of niy friends and I have 

received mite infested plants _ 
recommended and supposedly reliable de - 
lers, I have decided the only safe tUng t 
use is sodium selenate. My co^ectionj^^ 
about 300 plants with about 1500 
ones coming on for sale, is much too i 
to take chances of mite mfestarion. 
reading in the magazine convmces 
sprays are not a complete cure, and tha 
dips are not either. 









RICHMOND SHOW 



2nd Vice-Pres., 
Rec. Secy., 
Corres. Secy., 
Treasurer, 

Mrs. Fred Kidd 
Mrs. W. G. Roach 
Mrs. Kenneth Lord 
Mrs. Joe T. Mizell 

follows 

George Ross, the President, 

many converts were made. 
The Richmond African Violet Society is 

flourishing with a membership of sixty-two. 

of work and fellowship, imder the leader¬ 
ship of the officers elected for 1961 and 
1952, as follows: 

President, Mrs. George Ross 
1st Vice-Pres., Mrs. W. H. Flippin 

Entertainment, 
Violet Show, 
Historian, 
Publicity, 
Horticulture, 

Mrs. H. C. Smith 
Mrs. A. N. Tuttle 
Mrs. John T. Pangola 
Mrs. D. J. Stradling 
Mrs. Gibson C. Phillips 
Mrs. G. F. Pfitzner 
Mrs. W. L. Mason 
Mrs. William J. Gouldin 

“iiprnj OIl|ri0tma0” 

SoAU 

iProm 

JOH^ R. GENT 
595 VOSBURG ROAD, WEBSTER, N. Y. 

2 MILES BEYOND SEA BREEZE 



Follow Precautions in .. . 

using PHOSPHATE SPRAYS 



VIOLET TOWN U. S. A. 



HOTEL SHERMAN, ^ City within a City 



BIRD BATH ROCK GARDEN 

! you of my indoor Rock Gar- 
knows what others may have 

I perfect e 

discard. 
The birds did not i 

concrete bird bath in 
a natural pond not 

brought 
filled, first, «« 
bottom. Then 
from the wo 

ight into the house and 
1 soil and pebbles in the 
gathered ferns and moss 

- a good idea, for they 
all growing beautifully and most ready 

Z anxiously awaiting to see 
the different varieties in bloom among the 
rocks, moss and ferns. 

The foil seems to stay in 
paper. 

Do you ever paint old 
Ms. to use as saucers fo 
.^ey may be painted any 
It IS e— " ' - - 

it is 

place better than 

[ sine mason jar 
r two inch pots? 
color to suit, and 
ants moist in this 

possible to use 

67 



An Experiment with Fluorescent Lights 



REGISTRATION REPORT 
Neil C. Miller 



St. Louis 14, Mo. 

Purple Glory* 8-9-61 

Mrs. Frank Oros 
R. D. 1 

R. D. 1 

gSIgsas^ 
3114 Charles Street 

3114 Charles Street 

Mrs. Leia Reichert 



scription from the material on the card. 
This is a service which will be provided 

any descriptions in the future, and any 
applications for registration received which 
are not accompanied by descriptions will 
be published as Name Reservations only. 

Please make the proper notations on your 
copy of the Registration Report published 
in the June 1951 issue. 

PART VI 

REGISTRATIONS BECOME 
PERMANENT 

1. It must be in terms that the ordinary 
grower or hobbyist can understand, it 
need not be botanical. 

2. It must be brief as possible, and must 
not in any case exceed two hundred 
words. 

3. It must point out clearly and definitely 
in what ways the plant is superior, and 
if comparison can be made with a known 
variety the points in which the applied 
for plant is better should be plainly 
stated. 

4. Excessive claims (such, for instance, as 
huge blossom size) should be avoided. 

5. Such expressions as “Everybody who 
sees this plant just raves about it” or 
“Everybody that has seen this plant 
wants a leaf from it,” should be avoided. 
Those statements may be true and may 
indicate that the plant is superior 
enough that it should be registered, but 
their descriptive value is nil- 

And, while it is not necessarily a part 
of the description, the number of vege¬ 
tative reproductions through which the 
plant has gone must be stated somewhere, 
either on the application, in the description, 
or in other accompanying material. 

PART V 

PROTESTS AND CORRECTIONS 

Numerous letters received have pointed 
out that the name “Queen of Hearts” had 
been carried by a plant exhibited at the 
1950 convention in Philadelphia. It was evi¬ 
dent that the name should not be used 
again as shown in the June report. Mrs. 
Hastings has agreed to substitute the name 
Caprice” for the name “Queen of Hearts” 

on the original application. In the mean- 
tune, Mrs. Green has filed an application 
on the original “Queen of Hearts, and that 
w listed in Part I above. 

The Mahr Company, of Des Moines, Iowa, 
who filed the application on “Sea Queen” 
asked that an error in the original appli- 
^on be corrected. Mrs. Feme Kellar had 
®oen listed as the originator, and was so 
published. Mrs. F. W. Grammel should have 
been listed as the originator. 

No objections have been filed on any 
plants published in Part I of the March 
1951 Registration Report, so thaie plants 
now become permanently registered. 

AUTOMATIC - WATERING 
PLANT-GLASWICKS 

JOHN P. TOBERMAN 

^BKL^IBK. TKtls^ 



SOLANGE’S VIOLETS 
VARIEGATED AFRICAN VIOLETS 

and all the 

ISOLOMJ 

TRY A CUTTING 

THEY ARE EASY TO GROW 

Louise Smouse, S. C. 

Cuttings are not hard to start and 
axe highly recommended. Break off a slip 
and root in water or other rooting medium 
in the same manner as for African violets. 
They are very easy to get to grow. When 
the cutting seems to be doing well and is 
properly rooted it may be potted. 

Rhizomes are best planted in Icwse 

paulias. They soon produce shoots thru 
the soil, if kept in a warm sminy window 
in the wintertime. They should not dry 
out . . . but should be kept slightly moist. 
Do not keep them too wet. 

An Isoloma makes a rather large plant, 
nsually growing to the height of two feet 
It will need to be staked to hold it erect 
with good form. 
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TIMING IN PLANT GROWTH LAID TO BLUE PIGMENT 

Basic Substance Studied b; Federal Scientists 

Reprinted by courtesy of the Washington Evening Star 



CHICAGO AND YOU FOR 

1952 
But 

NOW IS THE TIME 

To 

Groom The Old Favorites 

Grow Your Seedlings 

Develop Specimen Plants 

And 

WE DO MEAN YOU! 







KANSAS CITY MISSOURI 

The African Violet Club of Greater Kan¬ 
sas City, Missouri held their second election 
of officers in September. The following 
officers were elected: 

SACRAMENTO CALIFORNIA 

The Saintpaulia Society of Sacramento, 
California now has fifty one National mem- 
hers and twelve local members, making 
sixty three members in all. The following 
are officers: 

President, 
Vice-Pres., 
Secretary, 
Treasurer, 
Corres. Secy., 
Historian, 
Show Chairman, 

Mrs. W. P. Dahnke 
Mrs. J. G. Herman 
Mrs. R. M. Cochran 
Mr. R. H. Seever 
Mrs. E. E. Davis 
Mrs. C. H. Randall 
Mrs. J. G. Herman 

President, Mrs. Hugo Hall 
Vice-Pres., Mrs. G. R. McClahanan 
Secretary, Mrs. L. C. Jopson 
Treasurer, Mrs. B. M. Scribner 
Program Chm., Mrs. Lucas Hauptman, Jr. 

The summer meetings have been held in 
the Garden Center at 10:00 a. m. followed 
by a picnic in the beautiful park which 
surrounds the Center. 

GREENVILLE AFRICAN VIOLET ST. LOUIS MISSOURI 

CLUB 

The annual picnic in June for club i 

J years since the organi¬ 
zation of the Greenville Violet Club in 
November 1947. 

The programs of the year were filled 
with practical suggestions and variety con- 

Highlights of visits to national African 
violet growera and advantages of member¬ 
ship in the National Society were given on 

from June 1951 through June 

President, Mrs. J. W. Brabham 
Vice-Pres., Mrs. Ed Copeland 
Eec. Secy., Mrs. S. M. Cassels 
Asst. Rec. Secy., Mrs. D. P. DeVouisey 
Corres. Secy., Mrs. F. E. Anderson 
Treasurer, Mrs. Leon Kimmel 
Reporter, Mrs. W. B. Mulligan 

The first meeting of the Normandy Afri¬ 
can Violet aub of St. Louis, Missouri was 
held at the home of Mrs. Albert Poos on 
May 1, 1951. As vacation time wm nem 

December and to draw up the by laws at 
that time. To date there are twelve mem¬ 
bers with a limit of eighteen. This is the 
third club to be organized in St Louis and 
St. Louis County. 

INGLEWOOD CALIFORNIA 

A new chapter was formed on June 4, 
1961 to be known as the Inglewood Branch 
of the African Violet Society of America. 
Eight were present at the first meeting. 
The group will meet the first Monday of 
each month. The following temporary offi¬ 
cers were appointed: 
President, Mrs. D. R. Jones 
Vice-Pres., Mrs. F. K. Ehrhardt 
Secy. A Treas., Mrs. M. Grouell 

CHICAGO ILLINOIS 

The First African Violet Society of Chi¬ 
cago, elected and installed the following 
officers to take office on September 1, 
1961: 
Pr^ident, 
1st Vice-Pres., 
2nd Vice-Pres., 
Rec. Secy., 
Corres. Seigr-, 
Treasurer, 
Historian, 

Mm. W. H. Fowkes 
Mrs. C. E. Greely 
Mrs. L J. Grant 
Mrs. P. L. Yates 
Mrs. H. H. Carlson 
Mrs. J. Robbin* 
Mrs. M. E. Hansen 

The club meetings will be held at the 
Mayfair Park Pieldhouse on the first Thurs¬ 
day of each month. 
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ROTENONE 
U. S. Department of Agriculture 
(Permission to reprint granted.) 

The colorless, cryutalUne chemical com¬ 
pound known as rotenone is found in the 
roots of several so-called “fish-poison” 
plants, the most important of which are 
the genera Deirris and Lonchocarpos. 
Derris is native to the Far Eastern 
Tropics. Lonchocarpus is native to the 
Amazon Basin and the rain forests of 
northern South America. 

Although practically unknown in the 
United States as recently as 20 years 
ago, rotenone is now among the most 
widely used insecticides of plant origin. 
It is ideal for use on crop plants because 
it leaves no harmful residue. It will 
control many of the leaf-chewing beetles 
and caterpillars, the Mexicmi bean bee¬ 
tle, leaf beetles, flea beetles on tomatoea, 
radishes, carrots, beets, and plants grown 
for greens, and will help check the Jap¬ 
anese beetle. It will also control cater¬ 
pillars on cabbage, broccoli, cauliflower, 
and lettuce; aphids on turnips; striped 

What kind of insecticide is this, so 
deadly to destructive insecte, yet safe to 
use on the most tender fruits and vege¬ 
tables? Since early times, people In 
many tropical countries, especially in the 
East Indies, Africa, India, and South 
America, have used rotenone-bearing 
plants to catch fish. Natives of the Ama¬ 
zon Valley crushed the roots in water 
and poured the mixture into a strmmi. 
The fish, stunned temporarily, rose to 

're they were easy to 
day, certain riveibank 

dwellers of the Amazon plant small 
plots of “fish poison” along with their 
food crops whenever they move to a 

The sudden rise of rotenone in 
United States commerce is one of tfie 
most astonishing developments of agri- 

catcK 

ports of crude 

wvrld commercial production of roten¬ 
one-bearing roots averaged 9,750,000 
pounds a year, 4,000,000 pounds com¬ 
ing from Brazil and Peru. Important 
producers in the East were British Ma¬ 
laya and the Netherlands Indies, which 
together supplied another 4,000,000 pounds. 

During the war. when imports of 
derris root from the Far East were cri 
off, production of Lonchocarpus in the 
Western Hemisphere was greatly in¬ 
creased. At the present time, Loncho¬ 
carpus plantations in Eastern Peru, m 

When the plants are about two ana » 
half years old, the rooi^rt 

Jl!d' of the roott 
spread out laterally, but a few grow al¬ 
most directly downward. The gather¬ 
er's job is to salvage as much of the en¬ 
tire root system as possible, working 

ts coniain 
In preparation 

Freshly di 
per cent moii 
ezport they 
months, until their moisture nonvei.^ --- 
been reduced to about 20 per cent « 
their weight, then baled and 
burlap or unbleached muslin, thn 

>SC considerable moisture, 
a amve in fairly dry 

In the United SUtes, the crude 
e ground in special mills and m 

If thoroughly 
ling as little as oi 
. is effective again 

)ust a friendly wish for a 

Happy Christmas and a Clad 

New Year. 

Alma Wright Mary Parker 





(m'waAe Cies ig <^e pob, 

^opc at)h ^aii^tjce un^ot^ing pom 

IT IS OUR HUMBLE PRIVILEGE TO EXPRESS OUR GREAT APPRECIA¬ 
TION AND THANKS FOR YOUR PATRONAGE AND CONFIDENCE IN THE 
PAST YEARS. 

Wishing you and yours: 

THE JOY OF CHRISTMAS 

THE PRIVILEGE OF FRIENDSHIP 

AND THE BLESSINGS OF PEACE 

CATALOG ON REQUEST 





Unusual AFRICAN VIOLETS Will Bring 
New Beauty to your indoor windowsill garden 

another sure prize-winner in your own collection ! 



LAZY SUSAN STANDS 
FOR AFRICAN VIOLET LOVERS 

LAZY SUSAN PLANT TREE 

Furnished Without Lampshade 

It is fitted to mount any three wire lamp 
shade. 

HEIGHT 55” — WEIGHT ABOUT 20 LBS. 
SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY PRICE 
$38.25 IF PURCHASED BEFORE 

JUNE 1, 1952 
CHECK OR MONEY ORDER MUST ACCOMPANY ORDER 

Shipped Express CoUect — Do Not Send Cash 
Add 2% Sales Tax in lUinois 

PETRICK BROTHERS, Ine. 
1938 N. Springfield Ave. Chicago 47, lUinois 



African Violet Magazine 



THE SELECT VIOLET HOUSE 

i 
I Come to the National African Violet Show and see my 

I Display of Varieties of African Violets. 

* SOME OF THESE VARIETIES WILL BE READY THEN AND SOME 

I WILL NOT BE AVAILABLE UNTIL A LATER DATE. 

AMONG THOSE READY WILL BE- 

PITTSBURG GIRL, FIREMANS GIRL, GORGEOUS BICOLOR GIRL, 

FANNY GIRL, GYPSY GIRL, PINK EYED JENNY GIRL, VIOLET 

BEAUTY GIRL, FLOYD JOHNSON, A DUPONT SEEDLING. SEE 

THESE VARIETIES. 

ADDED ATTRACTION WILL BE A DISPLAY OF VARIETIES THAT 

ARE IN PROPAGATION. CIRCULAR OF MY VARIETIES SENT UPON 

REQUEST. 

WELCOME TO THE GREENHOUSE 9 to 5 P.M. — LOCATED ON 

route 90 NORTH OF YOUNGSTOWN, 2023 BELMONT AVENUE 

PHONE 3-9567 

MARY MEEDS 

BOX 1444 YOUNGSTOWN, OHIO 





JUDGES SCHOOL 

Judging School Certificates issued 
i3, 1954. 

Tennessee, November 13, 1951. To expire November 

Mrs, Walter E. Ward, 62 S. Century 
Mrs. Edwin Erwin, 729 Avalon 
Mrs. H. A. McGuire, 990 McLemore 
Mhs. Wayne Boyette, 3735 Graves Rd. 
Mrs. W. F. Murrah, 1615 Central Ave. 

Mrs. Gerald L. Bearing, 3098 Spottswood 
Mrs. Robert Bruce, 925 N. Aubumdale 
Mrs. Edward Toulon, 847 E. Parkway So. 
Miss Daisy Jones, 1327 Sterrick Bldg. 
Mrs. A. H. Matema, 725 N. Evergreen 

Judging School Certificates Dayton, Ohio, November 19, 1951. To « 

Mrs. Walter Boughton, National Rd., Vandalia 
Mrs. Claude Ryder, Rt., 1, Vandalia 
Mrs. Helen M. Steinmetz, 59 N. Dixie Dr., Van- 

. J. R. Wampler, 5225 N. Main St., Dayton 

. Ralph Miller, 6830 N. Dixie Dr., Dayton 

. Ralph Berst, 434 N. Williams St., Dayton 

. GUbert Wolf, 323 Claranna Ave., Dayton 

YOU CAN'T GET A BETTER 

PGT FOR AFRICAN VIOLETS 

than a PLANTMASTER 

’’ITS NATURAL PUMICE STONE" 

PLANTMASTERS have everything but the soil that is needed for growing indoor 
plants. The thousands of minute holes provide water ABSORPTION from the bot¬ 
tom, or drainage if excess water is placed in the top, AERATION eliminating 
sour soil, INSULATION protecting the roots from dry room air and sudden tem¬ 
perature changes, 

PLANTMASTER will absorb water over its entire surface area. No wick necessary 
- No clogging. 

4x4x8 inches. Available in three colors, the natural grey. Mono maroon, and Sierra green. 

PEBBLED METAL TRAYS. CHOICE OP TWO COLORS — 
RED AND GREEN 

PLANTMASTER AND TRAY $2.75 POSTPAID 
C. □. D. IF YOU LIKE 

UNITED STATES PUNKE SUPPLY CO. 
6331 Hollywood Blvd. Los Angeles 28, California 



OUR SECOND VIOLET 

ylFRICAN VIOLETS 
BRILLIANT NEW PINK FANTAST 



if? 



yi P^RATHION DIP FOR MITE 

H. G. 





rs K^rrutr;” ^ 

™ do^ d«i^ SSr 2' ‘he house b 

IS over and no further precautinns need be taker 

£?(i’s"s.TJi,"r£j;rnis 
three pounds of *plS^tldon you\ld To buy ^s 
there is no object of being saving of it. HowCTe] 
I ^or It through a strainer from the tnh 

S^ese^th ^inrl ‘?k throug 
«tays in thr^Tt;m^3\h1 tol 

“iscs-BS's:- 
One dip will stop ail Mite activity. One goo 

thorough dipping Mid they are done. Recunere 

WARNING 

PAEATHION IS A DANGEROUS 

POISON AND MUST BE USED 

WITH EXTREME CARE— 

tion of the plants will start at once. However, 
I follow up with a second dip a week later and 
a third two weeks after the second as insurance 
and I think it is well worth while. After the 
third dip comes the job of cleaning off the dirty 
leaves and generally making the plants look neat- 
Those plants seriously damaged by the Mite ■wiU 
require considerable time to get back to normal. 
New leaves will start in the center of the crown 















FOR THE FIRST TIME — 

The SILVER CUP to be awarded to the best 
registered name plant entered in the Convention 
Show in Chicago. 

NATIONAL 

AWARDS 

The AWARD OF MERIT RIBBONS and the HONORABLE MENTION RIBBONS will be 
awarded to the runner up plants. 
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yeafiMojak6> 
PICTURED ARE THE THREE PRIZE WINNING 
YEARBOOKS AT THE DAYTON MEETING LAST 

YEAR. 

first prize — Yearbook of the African Violet Society of Trenton, New Jersey. This attractive prize 
winner had a black cover lettered in white ink with a hand painted picture of White Girl on the front 

SECOND PRIZE — Greater Akron African Violet Society, Akron, Ohio. A handsome violet cover with 
a white plastic hinge, white printing and a hand painted picture of Blushing Maiden. 

TENNESSf E 

VAHtr 

AFRICAN 

VtOlET 

CtUB third prize — The Tennessee Valley African 

Violet Society, Knoxville, Tennessee. A lovely 

book with violet suede cover and a pale violet 

design printed on each page. Printing inside in 



Let's Visit 



CHICAGO ORGANIZED 

Bo™°^n.SteVo’“r':^S' 

SSrS»^£S- 



I 







THE VIOLET BUG 



1952 Convention- 

Chicago, Ill. 
APRIL 24 - 26 

So that you may get acquainted with the Convention Chairmen in advance - we are 

presenting Mary Fowkes the chairman of the Convention and the Program Chainnaa 

Ada MaGill to you with a most cordial invitation to each and every member of the Society 

to attend this the Sixth Annual Meeting on April 24, 25 and 26. 

Meetings will be held at the Hotel Sherman. See center pages for full particulars... 

and do plan now to attend and to exhibit some of your choicest plants in THE SHOW. 

the CHICAGO MEETING WAS PLANNED FOR YOU! 



POOR Multiple Crown Plant! 
Thelma Delgardo, Kans. 



'WE JUMPED OVERBOARD' 

Ss«,=S£Hi 
S5?»HS=H 

much of the success of our show is credited. 
In the articles I wrote, brag - I’ll say I did 

ssSasSs- lii? 

r““ 

rafe^ by club members were brought in and sold 

thef?^^e M, r^TaVriireGc^S 
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WINDSOR SAINTPAULIA EXHIBIT 

The recently organized Windsor Saintpaulia 
Society exhibited one hundred and fifty flowering 
plants in a non-competitive “Violet Booth” at 
the third annual Essex County Flower Show, held 
at the Windsor Armories August 24th and 26th. 
The exhibit included about seventy-five varieties, 
including Fischer’s Fringettes, and Ulery’s Rain¬ 
bow Series. The plants were displayed in three 
tiers of twenty-foot lengths, covered with pale 
yellow paper. We were very happy to have been 
awarded the Labatt Trophy for the best amateur 
display at the show. 

Several of our members also won prizes for 
plants entered in competition. Mrs. Bud Wood¬ 
ruff won first prize (Silver cup donated by 
Windsor’s Mayor) for Snow Prince, Mrs. Mid 
Hinton, second for Rainbow Rose, Miss Erma 
Pennler. third for Dark Beauty. In the class for 
“blues” Mrs. Mid Hinton, first for Light Blue 
Fringette, Miss Erma Peppier, second for lonan- 
tha, Mr. Prank Hull, third for Blue Chard. Mrs. 
Dorothy Reaume and Mrs. Biel of Detroit’s “Bor¬ 

in September about fifty of our plants were 
displayed at the Leamington Fall Fair, and judg¬ 
ing from the interest shown in our display, it is 
quite evident that a club will be organized in that 
district very shortly. 

Mr. Frank Hull, President of the Windsor So¬ 
ciety, receiving the Labatt Trophy awarded for 
the best all around exhibit at the show from Mrs. 
A. M. Wellman, convenor of the Essex County 
Flower Show. 

ERWIN TENNESSEE 

Introducing all of the “newest varieties” of 
Saintpaulias to African violet lovers and gardOT 
club members of near by towns - Mrs. J. »• 
Moody and Mrs. Fain Masters of Erwin, Tennes¬ 
see held an open house exhibit at the home of 
Mrs. Moody in September. 

Many of the plants shown at the Dayton (in¬ 
vention were on display throughout Mrs. Moody s 
spacious home. They were shown in containers 
of antique china and silver — some were ^en 
found growing in grandmother’s shoes. Mrs. Mas¬ 
ter’s violet tree covered with mountain moss m 
which African violets were arranged was an out¬ 
standing point of interest. 

FORT WAYNE SHOW 

On November 1st and 2nd the Neptune 
■ of Ft. Wayne, Indiana, held its first 

Approximately 800 
.wru. It was a non-compet^ 
) plants comprising 100 vaneb 



African Violet Society Of America 

Call For Meeting 

Proxy 

Ballot 

BE SURE TO VOTE 



Afmcan Violet Society of America, Inc. 

CALL FCR MEETING 

The Annual Business Meeting of the African Violet Society of America, Inc. will be 

held on April 26, 1962 at the Hotel Sherman, Chicago, Illinois, at 2:30 P. M. for the 

transaction of the following business: 

1 - To elect a President, 1st Vice-President, 2nd Vice-President, Recording Secretary, 

Membership Secretary, Corresponding Secretary, Treasurer, and four Directors-at- 

large. (See following ballot.) 

2 - To hear the reports of Officers, Directors and Committees of the Society and to act 

thereon. 

To transact any other busmess that may properly come before the meeting. 

Sincerely yours, 

FLOYD L. JOHNSON, President 



PROGRAM 

I Wednesday afternoon in the Lounge. 

THURSDAY, APRIL 24 

FRIDAY, APRIL 25 





African Violet Society of America, inc. 

CONVENTION 

SHERMAN HOTEL, CHICAGO, ILL. 

APRIL 24, 25, 26, 1952 

Registration fee for the entire convention including two luncheon meetings, one 
dinner meeting and a banquet meeting will be twenty dollars. $20.00 

The reception will be given for the members with the compliments of the three Chi¬ 
cago Clubs. 

Please send your reservations as soon as possible. If you cannot attend the entire 
convention, please check below the meetings you will attend. We MUST know defi¬ 
nitely how many to prepare for. 

-Thursday Dinner Meeting 

-Friday Luncheon Meeting 

-Friday Banquet Meeting 
Members (Husband and Wife) Each----$6.00 
GUESTS_$6.00 

$5.50 

$4.23 

Nite Reception 

—-Saturday Luncheon Meeting--$4.25 

SIGN and send your meeting reservations not later than Monday April 14th, 1952, 
to the Reservations Chairman; 

MRS. ERNEST R. PFOFF 
6200 MANDELL AVENUE 
CHICAGO 30, ILLINOIS 

t you make your hotel r I that the hotel can «>nfirm 3 

SPECIAL MENU NOTICE 

The management of the Sherman Hotel requests that if fish is desired for Friiky 
meals that you please check the enclosure and mail it in to Mrs. PfoH along with 
your reservation. 

□ hish for Lunch ^n Meeting, Friday noon. 

D Fish for Ihnner Meeting, Friday night. 

□ Special Diabetic Meals. 

Name ______________ 

Address 
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RULES FOR EXHIBIT AND YEAR BOOKS 

1. Open to all commercial, wholesale, retail 
Violet Society of America, Inc. Viewing or 
only. 

are membera of the African 
gained by registration caid 

2. Entries will be received for Commercial Growers in the Club Room No. 1 and the Amateur Growers 
will be received in the Jade Room on the First Floor of the Hotel Sherman, between the hours of 
9 A.M. and 3 P. M. on Wednesday the 23rd of April, 1952 and between th^ hours of 8 AM. and 
11 A. M. on Thursday the 24th of April, 1952. 

3. Entries may not be removed until 2 P. M. Saturday, April 26th. All entries must be removed by 4:30 
P. M. Saturday, April, 26th. 

4. Exhibitors will furnish all placards and printed material pertaining to their exhibit. 

5. The Silver Cup of The African Violet Society of America will be awarded to the best registered 
name plant. Award of Merit Ribbon and Honorable Mention Ribbon will be the awards to the 
runners up in this class. The above awards are given by the National Society to any members of 
the N. A. V. S. Inc. Special gold ribbon will be awarded for the best collection of 3 roistered 
named plants — this award is given by the Chicago Societies only to a member that b^<Htgs 
to a club affiliated with the N. A. V. S. Inc. One purple ribbon wiU be awarded for the best Year 
Book. Blue, red and yellow ribbons will be awarded to runners up. One gold ribbon will be awarded 
for the best Club Project and Educational Class, entered by invitation only. Blue, red and yellow 
ribbons will be awarded to runner up projects. One purple ribbon will be awarded to the best seed¬ 
ling plant, grown by an amateur, and never before shown at a National Convention Show. Blue, 
red and yellow ribbons will be awarded for all other classes. 

6. Decision of the judges will be final. 

Care will be exercised in safeguarding all exhibits, but no responsibiUty will be assumed Joss 
or damage. The Exhibition Room will be locked at all times, except during the hours of show, at 
which time numerous attendants will be on duty. 

Reasonable care will be exercised in barring diseased plants, but no responsibility will be assumed. 

9- For Commercial 
classes. 

5 will be awarded in both “A” and **B” 

iA> Seedlings, actually hybridized by exhibitor or released rights given exhibitor and not pre- 
^ously exybited or judged. 

(B) Sports or Mutants, to have been discovered by exhibitor or persons connected with business. 
Not previously exhibited or judged. 

Plants will be sold by Commercial Growers only during the time the Exhibition Room will be open. 
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YEAR BOOKS 
EDUCATIONAL EXHIBITS 

(By invitation only) 
Plant Propagration 
S(nl and Plant Foods 
Arrangements 

SEEDLINGS 
PURPLES 
WHITES 
DOUBLES 
PINKS 

ORCHIDS and BICOLORS 
COLLECTIONS — THREE DIFFERENT VARIETIES 
BLUES 
DUPONTS — AMAZONS — SUPREMES 
UNUSUAL CONTAINERS 
CLUB PROJECTS (By invitation only) 
COMMERCIAL GROWERS 

(a) Seedlings 
(b) Sports or Mutants 

AWARDS 

NATIONAL AWARD —Given by A. V. S. A. Inc.Silver Cup 
2nd Prize ” ” ”.... Award of Merit Ribbon 
3rd Prize »» » w---Honorable Mention Ribbon 
(See page 17 this magazine.) 

MEMBERS MAKING ENTRIK IN Class 10 MUST BELONG TO an AfTiUated Qub 
Best Collection of 3 plants ......._:_r... Gold Ribbon 
2nd Best Collection of 3 plants......Purple Ribbon 

YEAR BOOKS ......Purple Ribbon 
2nd Prize ......... Blue Ribbon 
3rd Prize.........Red Ribbon 

CLUB PROJECTS 
2nd Prize___ 
3rd Prize . 

EDUCATIONAL EXHIBIT .... 
2nd Prize--- 
3rd Prize . 

BEST GROWN SEEDLINGS 

ALL OTHER CLASSES — 
2nd Prize. 
Srd Prize. 
HonforaUe Mention. 

..... Gold Ribbon 

. Blue Ribbon 

. Red Ribbon 
. Yellow Ribbon 

..... Gold Ribbon 

.Blue Ribbon 

. Red Ribbon 

. Purple Ribbon 
_Blue Ribbon 
. Red Ribbon 
. Yellow Ribbon 

.Blue Ribbon 

.Red Ribbon 

... White Riblxm 
. Yellow Ribbon 
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HOTEL RESERVATIONS 

All requests for hotel accommodations for the African Violet Society of Ameri¬ 

ca's Annual Meeting should be made to the Hotel Sherman. 

HOTEL SHERMAN 
RANDOLPH AND CLARK STREETS 
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 

Please reserve the following hotel accommodations for my party in the name of 

Please indicate the number and type of each room requested. Guest rates are 

--Single room from $4.95 $5.95 $6.95 $7.95 $8.95 $9.95 

-—Double bedroom for two persons from $7.95 $8.95 $9.95 $10.95 $11.95 
$12.95 $13.96 

-^Twin Bedded room from $10.95 $11.95 $12.95 $13.95 $14M 

Two rooms, connecting bath between 

-For 2 persons from $11.90 $13.90 

——-For 3 persons from $14.90 $16.90 

----For 4 persons from $17.90 $19.90 

The Hotel Sherman cannot guarantee any specific rate, but wffl attempt to as- 





THE REPORT of the NOMMAHNE COMMITTEE 
The members of ttie Nominating Committee respectfully subn 

bers as candidates for office to be voted on at the Annual Business 
Saturday April 26, 1962. 

nit the following list of mem- 
Meeting in Chicago, Illinois, 

□ For President.... „ „„ Floyd L. Johnson, N. Y. 

□ For 1st Vice President....„..Jdrs. W. P. Dahnke,Kan. 

□ For 2nd Vice-President_ „ ...» _JMrs. E. G. Magill m. 

□ For Eecording Secretary---3trs. H. W. Martin, Nebr. 

□ For Membership Secretary —--Mrs. Joseph Hodan, Ohio 

□ For Corresponding Secretary___Mrs. George R. Klewe, Ohio 

□ Treasurer ---Boyce M. Edens, Ga. 

FOR THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

(Vote for 4) 

□ Mrs. Claude Greeley, HI. 

n Mrs. Harry Moeller, Ohio 

n Mrs. Maurine Bush, Colo. 

□ Mrs. M. Merle Hardy, Canada 

PROXY FOR ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING 

Please be sure and sign this proxy in order to make your mail baHot legal m accordance 
with Article V, Section 10 of the By-Laws of the African Violet Society of Ammca, Iih;. 

h«eby appoint the Proxy Committee consisting of Fei 
wy proxy; with full power of substitution to vote fo 
Afncan Violet Society of America, Inc. in Chicago, 1 
as I could if personally present. 

lax. Myrtle Radtke and Atom Wright, 
i the Annual Business Meeting of the 
on Saturday, April 1962, as fully 

I^xy ballots close at 12:00 i April 1, 1952. 

FERNE V. EELLAB 
1223 E. OAK PARK 
DES MOINIS, IOWA 







REGIONAL COUNCILORS 1952 

REGION # 1 - Miss Harriet F. Lawton 
20 Edgewood Ave. 
Longmeadow, Mass. 

REGION # 2 - Mrs. Walter Sillers 
619 Fourth Avenue 
Altoona, Pa. 

REGION #3 - Mrs. James B. Carey 
706 Garden Avenue 
Fountain City, Tenn. 

REGION # 4 - Mrs. Dale Ferrall 
Route 5 - Box 510 
Battle Creek, Mich. 

REGION # 5 - Mrs. Jacobus Kruyne 
856 East Birch Avenue 
Milwaukee 11, Wisconsin 
Mrs. H. R. Logan 
1335 Wayne Avenue 
Topeka, Kansas 

REGION # 6 



LAURETTA L. LITTIG 3016 Jefferson Ave. Davenport, Iowa 
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Signs of The Zodiac 1952 

CONVENTION VISITORS 
YOU ARE INVITED TO VISIT OUR GREENHOUSES WHILE IN CHICA- 
GO. WE HAVE THE LARGEST SELECTION OF VIOLETS IN THE CHI¬ 
CAGO AREA, WITH THOUSANDS IN BLOOM AT ALL TIMES. A GOOD 
SELECTION OF NEW AND OLDER VARIETIES. ALL PLANTS SODIUM 
SELENATE TREATED AND STATE INSPECTED. 

WE ARE LOCATED 22 MILES SOUTH OF THE CHICAGO LOOP, THREE 
BLOCKS WEST OF ROUTE 41. 

RICHTER’S GREENHOUSE 
607 Hoffman Street Hammond, Indiana 

38 



INVESTIGATE THE WATER SUPPLY 
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LOCAL AFFILIATED CHAPTERS 



1 NEW AFFIUATED CHAPTERS 

' We extend a most cordial welcome to the following newly affiliated chapters* 

I 
THOUSAND ISLAND AFRICAN VIOLET CLUB IMrs. R. B. Hibbard, Pres., 
518 Mary St., Clayton, N. Y: 

: SACRAMENTO SAINTPAULIA SOCIETY 
Mrs. L. C. Jopson, Secty., 

^ 1717 4th Ave., Sacramento, Calif. 

SAN GABRIEL VALLEY CHAPTER 
2140 Loraine Rd., 
San Marino, CaUf. 

i OUR LADY GENEVA AFRICAN VIOLET SO- 
1 CIETY OF HOPKINS MINNESOTA, 
i Mrs. Daniel Bren, 

Pioneer Rd., Hopkins, Minn 

NASHVILLE AFRICAN VIOLET CLUB, 
Mrs. J. C. Bramford, Pres., 
Woodinont Blvd., Nashville, Tenn. 

MUSKOGEE AFRICAN VIOLET CLUB, 
Mrs. F. H. Moore, Sect’y-Treas., 
1404 Baltimore, Muskogee, Okla. 

AFRICAN VIOLET SOCIETY OF PHILADEL¬ 
PHIA, 
Miss Ruth Black, Pres., 

e., Philadelphia 38, Penna 

BERGEN COUNTY AFRICAN VIOLET SOCIE- 

Mrs. Charles McQuade, 
113 Palmer Place, Leonia, 

Border cities African violet club, 
mo Theisen, Dearborn, Mich. 

^RICAN violet society of MUSCLE 
shoals, Alabama Area, 

Wilcoxson, 
^-5 Wood Ave., N. Flor 

violet society of GREATEI 
j^nsas city, 

E. 12th Terrace, Kansas City, Mo. 

AFRICAN violet SOCIETY OF BEAUMONT 
i^Pearl Pres., 

5^11 Public Library, Beaumont, Texas 

MlSSOnm CLUB OF BUTLEl 

2.7 p--. 

(AFRICAN VIOLET SOCIETY 
S 9: SecPy., 

^1 Charles Ave., St. Paul 4, Minn. 

LIVINGSTON COUNTY AFRICAN VIOLET 
SOCIETY, 
Mrs. Harry L. Bogardus, Treas., 
51 Chestnut St., Dansville, N. Y. 

LOS ANGELES CALIFORNIA AFRICAN 
VIOLET SOCIETY, 
Mrs. Margaret C. Garbutt, Treas., 
4350 Victoria Park Drive, Los Angeles 19, CaUf. 

FRINGEHTE AFRICAN VIOLET CLUB OF 
ST. PAUL MINNESOTA, 
Mrs. P. W. Baldwin, Sect’y., 
1471 Hewitt, St. Paul, Minn. 

FIRST AFRICAN VIOLET SOCIETY OF 
LOUISVILLE KENTUCKY, 
Mrs. J. L. Zurschmeide, Sect’y., 
4503 Parker Ave., Louisville, Ky. 

FIRST AFRICAN VIOLET SOCIETY OF 
CHICAGO, 
Mrs. W. H. Fowkes, Pres., 
3343 W. Wilson Ave., Chicago 26, Ill. 

ELITE CHAPTER, FIRST AFRICAN VIOLET 
SOCIETY OF CHICAGO ILLINOIS, 
Mrs. Rose Trendler, Pres., 
250 E. 81st St., Chicago 19, HI. 

DAYTON AFRICAN VIOLET SOCIETY, 
Mrs. E. R. Goodyard, 
2135 Paverwood Ave., Dayton 6, Ohio 

AFRICAN 

VIOLET 

PINS 

$2.00 prepaid or $1.75 on orders of 10 
or more to clubs. 

Hand carved in ludte. Flower violet 
color. 

VICTOR VANCZA 
COLUMBUS, N. J. 





SOPHIA BAKER’S QUESTIONS — 

Cont. from page 18 

My method is to sprinkle the seeds as evei 
as possible over moist mixture of p; 

r use a covered glass refrigerator dish ur 
plantlets are about one inch high. Wipe < 
cess moisture from the lid. 
If stems get limp, could it he caused fn 

diseased condition such as nematodes. 
When leaves get limp and rot off. is tl 

mot necessarily, but a limp leaf indicates an 
unhealthy condition. The Saintpaulia may be 
planted too deeply, the soil may be too 
heavy, or mineral salts collecting on the 
rim of the pot also causes leaves to rot off. 
If double violets are sterile, how do we get 
new doubles? 
All doubles are not sterile. I have used pollen 
from several doubles with success. 
What makes tiny leaves sprout at the base 
of the leaf instead of from the rooted stem 
end? piey usually die too. 
An injury may cause it to produce a plant 
on the leaf. However, Saintpaulias are un¬ 
predictable and this is what helps to make 

How do all the 
varieties and cor 

Sometimes the 

out with them at nea 
L as Lady Geneva? 

; ..i.ulesale dealer doesn’t re 
-jlar plant until he can suppl; 

veral nurseries or retailers. 
Lady Geneva a sport of Blue Boy? 

hut the 
story. 

, Red Head Girl and 

I do n . 
a good magazi 
Are Orchid Gi 

• To me, they are. 
• JHiat causes a double African violet to di 

buds? 
■ ^ey say Doubles require more humidity a 

more fertilizer. A good way to increase 1 
micuty is to place a potted plant in a ji 
^ere and pour a little hot water in 1 
jartimere each day. ~ Let the steam come 
under the foliage. 
Do plants with a bad case of mites have 
ue thrown out? 

IS a matter of preference. If you hs 
fk plants it might be better to thr 

badly diseased ones away. Several gc 
articles on mites have been published in t 
to co"me Magazine and there are m( 

W^t causes a plant bo just grow tiny leai 
causing plant to lo 

f®ething like a pineapple stem? 
improper care in general. 

Q. What may one use to make plants bloom? 
A. 1. Plenty of light without too much son. 

2. Regular feeding. 
3. Proper humidity. 
4. Adequate watering with warm water. 
6. Good light soil and correct temperature. 

AFRICAN VIOLETS 

CHOICE HOUSE PLANTS 

Write for our list of latest varieties and 
African Anolet supplies. 

“GREETINGS TO CONVENTION 
VISITORS. 

STOP IN AND SEE US WHILE YOU 
ARE ENROUTE.” 

WE ARE ONE MILE SOUTHWEST OF 
McGRAWSVILLE 

YOARS HOUSE PLANT NURSERY 

Route 1 Bunker Hill, Indiana 





PLANTING BY THE MOON 
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AFRICAN VIOLETS IN ALASKA 
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REGISTRATION REPORT .... 
Neil C. MiUer 
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This poses the question as to the adaptabiUty 
of the Saintpaulia to various nutrient conditions 

co^t It is to be regretti that Saint Paul Sd 

'P 
of the Afric^Tiolerh^l^rskL^to AFRICAN VIOLET TROUBLE? 

-1 f L 
TRY 

iSMmi ikaH“ri-S 
Glass Wick. 

isiss 
pS— 

Money back guaranty of satisfaction. 

KENNEDY SALES COMPANY 

AFRICAN VIOLETS 

NAOMI'S AFRICAN 
VIOLETS 

a c^tSri" 
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AFRICAN VIOLETS 

CHOICE NEW 

CALIFORNIA VARIETIES 

SEND STAMP FOE LEST 

CAROLYN RECTOR 

P. O. Box 94 San Pedro^ Calif. 

GROW BETTER AFRICAN 
VIOLETS NATURE^S OWN SOIL 

CONDITIONER 

□AK LEAFMDLD 
$2.00 drum postpaid. Approx. 1/5 bushel 

EARLE DILATUSH 
Robbinsville, N. J. 

RELIABLE AFRICAN VIOLETS 

For those who are particular 

JAMES R. GILLETTE 
160 Washington Circle Lake Forest, H 

Jessie Crawford (6) prefers to use one- 
leafmold or peat, one-third cow manure and 
one-third sand. 

Albert C- Nichols (20) uses a heavy clay soil 
which he conditions with sand, peat moss and 
well rotted cow manure “then add a generous 
double handful of bone meal to a bushel of soil.” 

Oliver Bowles (4) advocates a mixture con¬ 
sisting of “five-twelfths leafmold from a com¬ 
post heap, four-twelfths good garden soil, two- 
twelfths sand and one-twelfth dried cow manure.” 

Sister Mary Juliana (17) adds “a handful 
of bone meal and a tablespoonful of ground 
Umestone in each box of organic compost (her 
boxes are 24” x 8” x 8”).” 

Helen Loeffler (19) uses half soil and haM 
Oak leaf mold and then adds a cupful of bone 
meal tP each ten quart pailful. After screening 
she adds three quarts of builders’ sand. 

Mrs. Z. C. Layson (18) uses “three parts 
clayey loam from an old fence row, two parts 
sifted humus from a well rotted straw stack 
spiked with equally well rotted cattle droppings, 
one part of sharp sand and a four inch pot of 
18% superphosphate to a bushel of mixture. 
This soil tests neutral to slightly acid, . . . After 
young plants start to bloom, I feed about every 
two months vdth a solution of any standard 
commercial fertilizer at one-half the prescribed 

Most of the authors quoted thus far are ama^- 
teurs writing for various home and garden 
magazines, and to date, most of the interest and 
much of the writing has been from this source- 
The four quotations which follow are perhaps 
the most authoritative references found and it 
is of interest to note in each case how the auth¬ 
ors carefully avoid dogmatic statements. 

C. J. Hudson, Jr. (13) reviews the recom¬ 
mended soils as follows: “The generally acceP^ 

garden soil, leafmold and sand. The sand is 
necessary for proper drainage and is sometimes 
used in proportions up to as much as one-half 
of the mixture, especially when a heavy soil base 
is used. If leafmold is m>t available, peat moss 
may be used instead. Some use well rotted coW 
manure for this part of the mixture.” 

“It is interesting to note however, that there 
are many other recommended mixtures. Some 
growers even use pure well rotted manure with 
about one-fourth sand and have excellent results. 
Others use about one-half manure and the bal¬ 
ance soil and sand. One well known Atlante 
grower has grown some excellent specimens in 

Helen Van Pelt Wilson (26) does not recom¬ 
mend any particular soil but gives a “soil for¬ 
mula” preferred by Mrs. Feme Kellar as follows: 

“3 parts good black soil (gumbo) 
1 part peat 
1 part compost (about half manure) 
1 part rotted manure 
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known. Its universal popularity and appeal attest 
the challenge it offers to millions to learn its 
requirements. 

In summing up and evaluating the environ¬ 
mental factors which have been recorded to date 
a number of statements can be made. 

1. The optimum temperature should be 
between 65 and 76 degrees F., with a minimum 
around 60 degrees F. and i 
mined. However, they do well in t] 
where summer temperatures are often over 90 

2. Light intensity is important but day length 
(photoperiod) has little or no effect. In the 
winter when the sun is far to the south and the 
angle of incidence of the sun’s rays is large they 
require as much light as possible. But they 
must be shaded from the direct rays of the sun 
in summer or severe burning will result. The 
effect of artificial light to compensate for the 

cloudy days of a Michigan 

subirrigation of the plants whenever the top of 
the soil in the pot begins to dry out. Holding 
the soil constantly moist has grown good plants 
in the Michigan State College greenhouse but 
Hudson (13) claims that plants grown in this 
m^er will suffer damage in a year or so. He 
thinks that it is due to a toxic condition built up 
in the soil and also a greater susceptibility to 

4- The soil pH for African violets should 
fall between 6.0 and 7.0 with the majority of 
growers favoring the lower half of this range. 
In a test conducted in the greenhouse three 

; 7.5 pH (by the addition of CaCOa) 

clearer than before, 
opinions were express© 
of soils, manures, composts, etc. which are so 
Variable that few conclusions could be drawn. 
The main conclusion based on the articles read 
would have to be that the plant is adaptable and 
will grow well in almost any potting compost 
ordinarily used for greenhouse pot plants. 

The plants used were Saintpaulia ionantha, 
variety Blue Boy and were obtained through the 
courtesy of Mr. Ed Wangbickler of the West 
Side Greenhouse in Inkster. After receipt they 
were carried without additional feeding until they 
were yellowed and had presumably utilized most 
of the available nutrients in the pots- 

The soil used was Coloma sand and was 
obtained through the courtesy of Dr. Ray Cook 
of the Soils Department This soil was selected 
oecause it was low in nutrients and organic 
matter and would have a minimum effect upon 
I^e nutrients added. As noted later this pre- 

Post paid, tax included, no C. O. D.s 
State color, pink, whiter light and 

dark blue 
SUNNY SLOPE STUDIO 
WHOLESALE LIST ON REQUEST 

West Newbnrg, Mass. 

AFRICAN VIOLETS 

! 2c stamp for list of varie 

SOLANGE SLIVKA 

“JUST THE THING” for African ^ 

i postal card. So send boday for sample. 
PLANTSMITH 

Jox 818A Palo Alto, Calif. 





YOU’LL BE HEARING OF .. . 

PINK CHEER 

A LEADING INTRODUCTION OF 1952 
most beautiful pink varieties, 
duced by us is now on sale at 

easily described as one of the 
pink cheer, grown and intro- 
OUR greenhouse only. 

THE LARGE BLOSSOMS ARE OF THE DEEPEST RTOE PINK 
SEEN, BORNE IN CLUSTERS OF 8 (ON THE AVERAGE) ON UraiGHTS'^^. 
THE FOLIAGE IS DARK GREEN, QUILTED, AND GLOSSY ON TOP, AND ROSE 
COLORED UNDERNEATH. 

WE ARE TAKING MAIL ORDERS FOR LATE JUNE DELIVERY 

JOHN K. GENT 
595 VOSBUBG ROAD, WEBSTER, N. Y. 

2 MILES BEYOND SEA BSEEZE 





Three pots were established at each nutrient 
level and these were identified by the letters A, 
B and C, so each pot carried a treatment number 

e soil used was ve 
fixing capacity f( 
or five additions 

before the desired test 
Consequently the amount of sodium nitrate added 
was six times the calculated amoxmt, eight times 
as much CaH4(P04)z was added as figured and 
eight times as much KzSO^. In order to reduce 
the amount of testing necessary all addition? 
except the first and the last were made to the 
A series of pots only. That is, after the first 
addition and consequent testing of all 60 pots 

the A series of pots only and the soil was re¬ 
moved from the pots and mixed thoroughly on 
an oilcloth after e^ch addition and before each 
test. Then when the soil test reached the desire«l 
level in the A pots the total amount of nutrients 
required to give the proper test was added to 
pot series B and C and was mixed in thoroughly. 
This explanation has been given because of the 
great difference in effect upon the plants as 
will be noted later. 

After the soil nutrient levels had been estab- 
Hshed the plants were potted over a three or 
four day period. The roots were washed clean 
of soil and plants were transplanted bare rooted'. 
Single crown plants as uniform as possible were 

Because high levels of nutrients were used 
and because the plants were transplanted bare 
footed into rather concentrated solutions, at least 
in some cases, injury was expected. Within 48 
hours after potting ten plants were apparently 
dead and six were more or less severely injured. 

STIMUPLANT 

AFRICAN VIOLET 

FOOD 

STIM-U-PLANT FOR AFRICAN VIOLETS 

formulated after several years of research. 
Used by commercial growers with glowing 
results. Feed it to your African Violets to 
promote beautiful growth and blooms. 

Packaged in very attractive 3-ounce can. 
So simple to use! Each can contains enough 
plant food to make approximately 60 quarts 
of rich liquid African Violet food. Being 
soluble, its results are noticed quickly. Two 
3-ounce cans ^1.00 post paid. Order today. 

STIMUPLANT LABORATORIES (0. 
COLUMBUS 16, OHIO 

LET US HELP YOU GROW BETTER 

SAINTPAULIAS 
VERMICULITE — for rooting leaves 
PEAT MOSS — improves soil texture 
humus — rich and black 
bone MEAL — nature’s phosphorus 
GROUND LIMESTONE — to sweeten soil 
dried BLOOD — nature’s nitrogen 

“SQUATTY CLAY POTS’’ 
Rims Treated With Paraffin 
4 inch size — $2.50 per doz. 

1 pk. bag $1.00 
1 pk. bag $1.00 

3 lb. $1.00 
3 lb. $1.00 
3 lb. $1.00 
2 lb. $1.00 

ORGANIC FLOWER FARM 
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LAZY SUSAN STANDS 
FOR AFRICAN FIOLET LOVERS 

PRICE $42.50 

LAZY SUSAN PLANT TREE 

PRICE $45.DD 

lazy SUSAN LAMP STAND 

SPECIAL SUMMER SALE 

description of lazy SUSAN 
PLANT TREE 

• EASILY HOLDS FIFTY PLANTS 

• HAS FOUR SHELVES 10”, 16”, 22” 
AND 28” IN DIAMETER 

e HEIGHT 55” — WEIGHT 23 LBS. 
Shipped Knocked Down Flat 

(Easy To Set Up) 

These attractive and sturdy Lazy Susans 
display your beautiful plants and make it 
easy to water and change position which is 
so necessary to proper plant culture. 

The shelves rotate easily. 

These stands are highly decorative as well 

☆ ☆ ☆ ☆ 

Features Common to both Stands 
• Attractive Sturdy Contraction 

9 Chrome Plated Tubing 

• Tempered Masonite Shelves with baked 

• Green finished steel tripod base 

☆ ☆ ☆ ☆ 

DESCRIPTION OF LAZY SUSAN 
LAMP STAND 

It can be used as a combination flower 

The top shelf easily holds 7 large plants. 
The lower shelf holds 30 small pots or can 

Furnished Without Lampshade 
It is fitted to mount any three wire lamp 

10 PERCENT DISCOUNT ON 
ABOVE PRICES IF PURCHASED 

BEFORE SEPTEMBER 1, 1952 

HEIGffr 55” — WEIGHT ABOUT 20 LBS. 
Shipped Knocked Down 

(Easy To Set Up) 

CHECK OR MONEY ORDER MUST ACCOMPANY ORDER 
Shipped Express Collect — Do Not Seirf Cash 

Add 2% Sales Tax in lUinois 

PETRICK BROTHERS, Ine. 
1938 N. Springfield Ave. Chicago 47, minois 



ONE THOUSAND WORDS ... 

could not begin to tell the story of PINK CHEER as well as the front cover of 

this magazine. The beauty of this, our own introduction,* is there for all to see. 

The story, however, is not quite complete. 

Those who saw PINK CHEER at the National Convention will be quick to 

agree that the picture doesn't do justice to the color of bloom. PINK CHEER is truly 

the deepest rose pink yet seen. 

PINK CHEER WILL BE SHIPPED 

We are accepting mail orders (on this variety only) for immediate delivery. 

Plants are strong in bloom. They will be shipped in plastic pots to help 

insure good condition upon arrival. 

Price . . . $2.50 Postpaid 

♦See Registration report, March ’52 “African Violet Magazine”, page 50 

VACATION TIME IS HERE 

IF YOUR VACATION TRIP TAKES YOU INTO OR NEAR NEW YORK STATE, 

PLAN TO VISIT OUK GKEENHOOSE. OUE DISPLAY IS ONE OF THE FINEST. 
VISITORS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME. 

JOHN R. GENT 

595 VOSBURG ROAD, WEBSTER, N. Y. 

2 MILES BEYOND SEA BREEZE 

LfiKe: 



THE SELECT VIOLET HOUSE 

ONE fellow has one thing new ~ we have something else new. Remember we 

do not always have the other fellows new varieties. 

African violets are developing so fast you cannot keep up with them, so be sure 

you get the best when you buy, YOU ARE THE JUDGE. Send for my circu- 

“ORIENTAL” A PRIZE winning variety at the National African Violet 
i^how in Philadelphia. You have been awaiting this striking variety, here 
it is for $2.50 each. “CALIFORNIA RED” the reddest African violet we 
have seen. According to the story circulated through the Grapevine there 
is quite a mystery connected with the origin of this variety $2.50 each. 

Circular on Varieties shown at the Chicago Show upon request. 

We reserve the right to limit the quantity of any of the varieties. 

arc 0^cfcoitic fo 

GREENHOUSE OPEN 9 a. m. to 5 p. m. LOCATED ON ROUTE 90 

NORTH OF YOUNGSTOWN, 2023 BELMONT AVE., PHONE 3-9567 

MARY MEEDS 

YOUNGSTOWN, OHIO 



African Violet Magazine 



MY SMALL COLLECTION OF AFRICAN VIOLETS 



THE PROGRAM COMMITTEE WOULD 

LIKE TO HEAR FROM YOU — 

Plans are being made now for the 1963 pro¬ 

gram at the meeting in Nashville, Tennessee. 
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STREPTOCARPUS 



not move them while they are flowering -) 
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Lady Genera blossom. Gorgeous 

NOT SUBSTITUTE 



FAMOUS FIRSTS 



FIRST GOLD RIBBON- 



MY INTEREST 

BEGAN ... 

Krna Petrick, Ill. 





GROWING AFRICAN VIOLETS WITH 300 F. C. 

UGHT INTENSITY 

Naomi S. Weeks, N. T. 
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obicularis, about 5/4 natural size. Photo by R. E. Moreau. 

SAINTPAULIJ OBICULARIS 



SAINTPAULIA TESTS 



SAINTPAULIA PROJECT 

! H
 !l 



SAINTPAULIA TESTS (1951-1952) 
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Table 10 continued 

Plot 

12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 

22 

GREENHOUSE 

Length of time to salability 

The record shows that where adequate 

light itensity and duration were given, the 

plants under the controlled conditions of 

heat, humidity, and light developed faster 

than any of those grown in the green¬ 

house. In other words, it was possible to 

produce a good salable plant under 600 f. c. 

— 18 hours, in two months after potting. 

The cost of light installation and the cost 

of electric current are small in comparison 

*Dr. Howard Hanchey 

R. Howard Hanchey, a graduate student in 
the Horticulture Department of Ohio State Uni¬ 
versity at Columbus, Ohio. An associate Professor 
in the Department of Horticulture at Louisiana 
State University and associate Horticulturist with 
the Louisiana Agricultural Experiment Station, 
Dr. Hanchey has been on a years sabbatical leave, 
working on a doctorate degree in Floriculture at 
Ohio State University. 

with the results secured. For living room 

installations, supplemental light, using flu¬ 

orescent lamps is not only warranted but 

desirable. The- intensity needed may be 

determined hjy subtracting from 600 f. c 

the light available to plants under their 

present growing conditions. To produce re¬ 

sults indicated in the basement experi¬ 

ments, maintenance of adequate humidity 

(60%) and proper temperature 65° F. is 

necessary. 

Under the direction of Henry Peterson and 
the Scientific Committee which is composed of 
the following members of the Society: William 
Carter, Neil C. Miller, Mrs. Theo Greer, Evan 
Roberts, Mrs. Edwin C. Lotz and Carl Lewis, 
great progress has been made in the making avail¬ 
able of scientific data relating to the growing and 
production of better Saintpaulias. — Editor. 
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LAURETTA L. LITTIG 3016 Jefferson Ave. Davenport, Iowa 



AFRICAN VIDLETS 

JAMES R. GILLETTE 

BETTER 

AFRICAN VIOLETS 

Km FISH EMULSION 

tio^» thanTta'S, 

To Mrs. C. A. 0,DeuJ"KaiS!”' 

t^SSi 

laVut no lucE 
Would likejo hear from any one who has had 
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MRS. CLARE BROWN 
R D No. 1 Box - 119 FayetteviUe, Pa. 
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SOILS FOR AFRICAN VIOLETS 

Cent, from Page 12 

the past, perhaps because wood ashes are getting 
difficult to obtain. Wood ashes are rather tricky, 
the strength is liable to vary, and you have to 
know your particular wood ashes to be safe. Too 
much is liable to burn the plants. For a starter, 
try not over two tablespoons to three cups of soil, 
start cautiously and work up. (The writer speaks 
from sad experience). Commercial sheep manure 
is fairly popular as a modifier, the average dos¬ 
age appearing to be about a tablespoon to three 
cups of soil. This by no means exhausts the list 
of fertilizer modifiers, but is perhaps enough to 
give the general picture. 

TTie writer has encountered only two medicinal 
modifiers, although it is highly probable that 
others are in use somewhere in the country. These 
two are tobacco dust and Fermate. Tobacco dust 
IS used in the proportions of about a tablespoon 
to six cups of soil as an insecticide. An average 
application of Fermate seems to be about a table¬ 
spoonful to five cups of soil. Fermate is primarily 
a fungicide, and its use seems to indicate a desire 
to control the fungus growth in the soil. Both of 
these modifiers are rather rare and are not at all 
in general use. 

The appended tabulation gives a list of fifteen 
actual African violet soils in successful use by 
growers over the country. These recipes have been 
selected and arranged to illustrate the general 
principles of soil building. It is perhaps fairer to 
say that the formulas in the table are based upon 
the successful recipes. As received, they came in 
with all sorts of measurements, and in the interest 
of uniformity and comparison, all measurements 

with the relationship that sixteen tablespoons are 
equal to one cup. In making this reduction, con¬ 
siderable violence has in some cases been done to 
the original proportions, for which apologies are 

measurements do not have to be extremely ac¬ 
curate any way. Some of the measurements used 
were rather funny. I called a bushel 74% cups; a 
three inch pot 1% cups; a four inch pot 2% cups; 
a five inch Azalea pot 4% cups; a shovelful 12 
cups; and a single handful % cup. 

The jRrst recipe is my own. It was developed 
in a reaction against previous formulas which 

without any corresponding apparent improvement 
in performance. It is the naked “Three Thirds" 
formula. It is apparent that I belong to the schcK>l 

AFRICAN VIOLET 

ROOTED CUTTINGS 
Well rooted, undivided cuttings, ready 

for potting. Certified Stock: White Girl, 
White Beauty, White Wonder, Blue Eyed 
Beauty, Snow Prince, Bose Marie, Blue 
Heiress, Gorgeous Blue Wonder, Red Velvet, 
Garnet King, Snow Girl, Innocence, Dble. 
Sailors Delight, Dble. Orchid Girl, Dble. 
Sea Girl, Snow White, Dble Purity, Dble. 
Rose, Dark Beauty, Azure Beauty: — 10 for 
$7.50 POSTPAID, SPECIAL DELIVERY. 

FRESH CUT LEAVES: — Of above varie¬ 
ties -- 10 for $4.00 POSTPAID SPECIAL 

DELIVERY 

*CLOSE OUT SPECIAL 
ON PLANTS* 

My Ladv Marion, My Lady Carol, My 
Lady Elizabeth, My Lady Joan, Blue Fan¬ 
tasy, Diplotrica, Red Bird, Myrtle, Norse¬ 
man Amazon, Sailor Boy Amazon, Lavender 
Lady Amazon. 

We have a surplus stock of fine, healthy 
plants of above varieties to offer at reduced 
prices while supply lasts. 

2%” plants @ .60c, 3” plants @ $1.00. 
Minimum order 10 plants, add .50c for pack¬ 
ing and postage. 
Send for our FREE PRICE LIST: — Over 
125 varieties of African violets .75c — $2.00 

NONE HIGHER 
COMPLETE LISTING OF GROWING 
SUPPLIES, UNUSUAL HOUSE PLANTS 
WHOLESALE & RETAIL GROW- 
ERS OF MERITORIOUS PLANTS 

FRENTZEN FLORAL 
GARDENS 

309 Lake Ave. Dept. A Pitman, N. J. 
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AFRICAN VIOLET MOST 

FLORIFEROUS 
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25% discount to clubs on orders of 10 or 
more. Cash, check postpaid. 
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NUTRITION OF THE AFRICAN VIOLET 
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plant response in the A pots. Finally, after a 
suggestion by Professor Charles Sherwood that 
the A pots might -be the most important it was 
decided to attempt to correlate the values ob¬ 
tained in the A pots alone- These results are 
given in graphs I, II and III. 

In May the entire experiment was moved to 
another part of the greenhouse and more shade 
was supplied. This caused the light green plants 
to deepen in color even though no nitrogen was 
supplied at this time. No further additions of 
nutrients were made during May, June and July 
and tests of soil and plant tissue were made in 
August. As might be expected nitrates were 
completely exhausted in most pots. Phosphorus 
was still present in all pots but the amount was 
considerably reduced. It was not determined 

whether the plants or the soil fixed the most 
phosphorus. Potash was absent in about 20% of 
the pots and present in the others. However, 
presence or absence of potash made no noticeable 
difference in the appearance of the plants. During 
the summer both leaf and flower development 
were reduced due to the increasing difficulty of 
obtaining available nutrients, especially nitrates. 

Tissue testing was begun on August 10 using 
the Simplex Soil Testing Outfit as recommended 
by Dr. Ray Cook (5). The problem was to dis¬ 
cover which portion of the plant would show a 
test for the nutrients under consideration. Pre¬ 
liminary tests were conducted using healthy, 
vigorous plants which seemed to be well nour¬ 
ished. 

It was found that the petiole of the leaf 
would give a test for nitrates when the blade 
did not. Furthermore, when nitrates became 
limiting in the plant, petioles from young leaves 
in the center of the plant showed the presence 
of nitrates when older petioles from the outer 
whorls of leaves did not. 

YOU CAN’T GET A 
BETTER POT FOR 

AFRICAN VIOLETS 

”ITS NATURAL PUMICE STONE'’ 

PLANTMASTERS have everything but the soil that is needed for growing indoor 
plants. The thousands of minute holes provide water ABSORPTION from the bot¬ 
tom, or DRAINAGE if excess water is placed in the top, AERATION eliminating 
sour soil, INSULATION protecting the roots from dry room air and sudden tem¬ 
perature changes. 

PLANTMASTER will absorb water ever its entire surface area. No wick necessary 
- No cloggmg. 

4x4x8 inches. Available in three colors, the natural grey. Mono maroon, and Sierra green. 

PEBBLED METAL TRAYS. CHOICE OF TWO COLORS — 
red and green 

PLANTMASTER AND TRAY $2.75 POSTPAID 
C. □. D. IF YOU LIKE 

UNITED STATES PUMICE SUPPLY CO. 
6331 Hollywood Blvd. Log Angeles 28, CaUfomia 
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New Revolving FLOWER TREES 

T IMfifS 
AFRICAN VIOLET 
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OZARK SRUNALUM COMPANY. P. 0. BOX 59.AV, JACKSON, MISSOURI 



XOW You Can Have Beautiful, 

Healthy African Violet^, With 

Less Care and Attention 
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The GRO-QIJICK C 

Accept Our Special "Get Acquainted" Offers 

Full Details on the Following Pages 

The CRO-QUICK 
GUARANTY GRD-OUICK SALES 





G-Q SUPPLIES and ACCESSORIES 
Needed by Every Grower of African Violets 

C-Q 

BRONZE 

PLASTIC 

POTS and 

SAUCERS 

C-Q BLACK PLASTIC POTS 

CRO-QUICKR 
THE PERFECT PLANT 

FOOD for AFRICAN 

VIOLETS 

One Pound Can, $1.25 Postpaid 

C-Q PLASTIC WATER PORER 

C-Q VERMICULITE 
' ^OTING MEM-S CONW- 
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riBIU 
GRO-OUICK SALES 

11145 Morang^ Road 
DETROIT 24, MICHIGAN 



GQ 
G-Q FIBERGLAS, for WICK FEEDING 
AERATING FADS and OTHER USES 
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offers 

SR-Oofe^ 
Because of the tremendous response to our other ad we are offering the following 
rooted cuttings of the newest varieties. The varieties listed below are lovely w 

GRANGER GARDENS 
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KANSAS CITY SHOW 

The Little Theater was specially lighted for 

ELGIN ILLINOIS 
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Something NEW 
African Violet Collectors 

dition to any room, a fixture which every flower ^ower will want. 

The PloraCart is equipped with three galva- x 19” deep x 52” high. Gray (baked enamel) 
nized steel water tight trays 19” x 6(y' with finish. Comes complete with four ball bearing, 

1 Unit complete P. 0. B. < 

TUBE CRAir, Inc. 
1950 W. 114th St. Cleveland 2, Ohio 
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WINDSOR COLORADO 

DENVER COLORADO OAK RIDGE TENNESSEE 
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Purttg - - 
First pure double white available. 

Summer special 

$1.50 each 

Order direct from this ad. 

ALL STAR BEGINNERS GROUP — 50^ each 

Blue Eyes, Redland, Double Russian, Pink, White, Jessie, Purple Prince. 

GOOD STANDARD VARIETIES - — 75^ each 

Rainbow Geneva Lady Geneva Tinted Lady 
Red King Fantasy Purple Girl 
Snow Prince duPont Lavender Pink Double Orchid 
Violet Beauty Blue Warrior Double Neptune 
Helen Wilson Amazon Blue Eyes Sailor Girl 
Red Bi-Color Amazon Purple Prince Lavendar Girl Hybrid 
Neptune Blue Chard 

America, Mammoth Red — $1.00 each. 

NEWEST VARIETIES 1 — ALL DOUBLE FLOWERING — $1.25 each I 
Azure Beauty Neptune Velvet Bouquet 
Dark Beauty Navy Bouquet Ruffles Bouquet 
Sailor’s Delight Ruby Bouquet 
Double Orchid Marine Bouquet 1 

Helen Wilson Bouquet, Wine Velvet, Painted Girl, Velvet Girl, Lacy Girl Blue 
Heiress, Snow Girl, Christina, Geneva Star — $1.50 each. 

ORDERS OF $10.00 OR OVER POSTPAID, UNDER ADD 50^. 


